
Vadodara: Addressing a 
piblic rally in Savli, Vadoda-
ra, Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah said, ‘Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
made the country secure. 
During Congress’ rule, our 
soldiers were beheaded. 
Now, an airstrike is done 
after entering Pakistan. A 
message has been sent - if 
you do something to us, we 
won’t leave you.’ “Decked in 
gold, the Somnath temple in 
Gujarat is giving a message 
to the world that if you have 
the courage, then come and 
try to loot again,” added 
Home Minister Amit Shah.
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DEL AIIMS SERVER 
DOWN DAY 6: COPS
DENY `200 CRORE 
DEMAND BY HACKER

New Delhi: Bharat Biotech announced that intranasal Covid vaccine iNCOVACC 
(BBV154) has received approval from Central Drugs Standard Control Org (CDSCO) 
for people above 18 years as a heterologous booster dose under restricted 
emergency use in India. INCOVACC becomes the world’s fi rst intranasal vaccine.

New Delhi: Server of Delhi AIIMS remained affected 
for 6th day on Monday. The hackers have allegedly 
demanded an estimated `200 crore in cryptocurrency 
from hosp, sources said. However, Police said hosp 
has not told them about any such ransom demand.

THAKUR: HOPE TO 
INTERNATIONALISE 

OUR REGIONAL 
CONTENT SOON

Goa: Union I&B Minister Anurag Singh Thakur while 
addressing audience on last day of IFFI said, ‘IFFI not 
only entertain but educates too, its strength increasing 
every year. I’m hopeful that in future it will be grander 
so that we can internationalise regional content.’

WORLD’S 1ST NASAL COVID VAX GETS CDSCO NOD

ANOTHER DELHI SHOCKER: ON LINES OF SHRADDHA-LIKE MURDER

A MACABRE TALE!
Moni Sharma

New Delhi: While the 
country is still recover-
ing from the shock of  
the barbaric murder of  
Shraddha Walkar, 
wherein her live-in-
partner Aftab Amin 
Poonawala brutally 
strangulated and 
chopped her into 35 
pieces, a similar case 
from Delhi’s Pandav 
Nagar has been report-
ed on Monday. A woman 
and her son were ar-
rested by the Crime 
Branch in Delhi’s Pan-
dav Nagar for murder-
ing her husband. 

Cops revealed that 
the mother, Poonam 
and stepson, Deepak 
chopped off  husband’s 
Anjan Das body into 10 
pieces & stored in a re-
frigerator. Every day, 
after that the duo threw 
the pieces of  the dead 
body in different areas 
of  Pandav Nagar.

Cops arrest mother-son duo for killing father & 
chopping and dumping body into 10 pieces

Delhi Special CP Crime Ravinder Yadav said 
that Anjan was killed sometime before Jun 5

A team of NDR of Crime Branch, RK Puram, arrested a woman, Poonam (48) and her son, Deepak 
(25) for killing her husband, Anjan Das (45) on in Trilokpuri, in Delhi on Monday.  —PHOTO BY ANI

SHRADDHA 
MURDER CASE 
UPDATES

COLLEGIUM CAN’T EXPECT GOVT TO ACCEPT 
ALL RECOMMENDATIONS IT MAKES: RIJIJU

 Delhi Police has 
recovered the weapon 
allegedly used by Aaftab 
Amin Poonawala to cut 
the body of his live-in 
partner Shraddha Walkar 

 Narco test of Aaftab 
Amin Poonawala will be 
conducted on Dec 5  

 A police van carrying 
Aaftab Poonawala to FSL 
lab in Delhi’s Rohini for 
second polygraph test 
was attacked on Monday 
evening  

 Two men who at-
tacked the police van 
have been detained.

Union Law Minister Kiren Rijiju on Nov 26 had said that 
the collegium system is not in consonance with the 

Constitution. “You tell me under which provision the col-
legium system has been prescribed,” he had said. Rijiju 
added that the collegium cannot expect the government 
to simply accept all the recommendations it makes.

The woman and her son have con-
fessed to the grisly crime. They first 
spiked his drink and killed him once 

he was unconscious. The woman Poonam was 
furious after she learnt that her husband Anjan 
Das had sold her jewellery and sent the money 
to his first wife, who lived in Bihar.

—Amit Goel, DCP — Crime, Delhi

VINAY M KWATRA GETS 
16-MONTH EXTENSION 
AS FOREIGN SECRETARY
New Delhi: Foreign secy 
Vinay Mohan Kwatra has 
been granted a 16-month 
extension in post beyond 
his date of superannuation 
on December 31 this year. 
“Committee has approved 
extension in service to Vinay 
Mohan Kwatra, as Foreign 
Secy till 30.04.2024,” a 
government order said.

CHINA’S LOCKDOWN 
PROTESTS SPREAD TO 
CAMPUSES AND CITIES
Hong Kong: Protests against 
China’s strict zero-Covid 
policy and restrictions on 
freedoms have spread to at 
least a dozen cities around 
the world in a show of 
solidarity with rare displays 
of defi ance in China over the 
weekend. Protests spread 
in cities in Europe, Asia, 
America, London, Paris etc.

READ
CrucialCrucial

YS JAGAN REDDY’S SIS 
HELD AFTER CLASH 
BETWEEN SUPPORTERS

Hyderabad: YS Sharmila, 
the sister of Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister YS 
Jagan Mohan Reddy, was 
arrested on Wednesday, 
following a clash between 
her supporters and workers 
of the Telangana Rashtra 
Samithi (TRS) in Warangal 
district of Telangana.

Top court ‘Unhappy’ over 
NJAC, Rijiju’s remarks
Bench asks why govt was not clearing names recommended 
by collegium for judicial appointments and says government 
should not force it to “take a judicial decision in this regard”
First India Bureau

New Delhi: The Su-
preme Court on Mon-
day objected to remarks 
made by Union Law 
Minister Kiren Rijiju 
about the collegium 
system of  appointing 
judges to the higher ju-
diciary. A bench com-
prising Justices SK 
Kaul and AS Oka also 
asked why the govern-
ment was not clearing 
names recommended 
by the collegium for ju-
dicial appointments.

In its order in April 
last year, the apex court 
had said the Centre 
should appoint judges 
within three-four weeks 
if  the Collegium reiter-
ates its recommenda-
tions unanimously. The 
court asked the attor-
ney general R Venkata-
ramani and the solici-
tor general Tushar Me-
hta to play a role and 
advise govt so that rule 
of  law is observed.

It appears that Centre is unhappy 
that its law NJAC Act (National 
Judicial Appointments Commis-

sion) could not pass judicial test but that 
cannot be reason not to comply with what is 
law of the land. You are effectively frustrat-
ing method of appt. Govt sometimes picks 
just 1 name, this disturbs the seniority. For 
last 2 months, the whole thing has come to a 
standstill. —The Top Court Bench 

Palitana/Bhavnagar/
Rajkot/Jamnagar:
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi took a dig at 
the Congress party and 
said the party must 
shun its “divide and 
rule” strategy to win 
back trust of  the people 
of  Gujarat on Monday.

Addressing a poll 
rally in Palitana town 
of  Bhavnagar, he said, 
Whether it is a village 
or a city in Gujarat, the 
atmosphere of  unity 
has become the nature 
of  Gujarat. This land of  
Kutch is land of  skill, it 

is land of  duty, it is the 
land of  determination.  
Congress did the work 
of  widening the gap be-
tween city and villages, 

PM said in Anjar. In 
2023, whole world is go-
ing to celebrate this big 
grain year, he said, add-
ing govt of  trust is BJP.

Gujarat’s progress is based on our unity: Modi
PM NARENDRA MODI HAS MADE THE 
COUNTRY SECURE, SAYS AMIT SHAH

PM Narendra Modi waves at supporters in the presence of ex-Gujarat 
CM Vijay Rupani & others during public meeting in Rajkot on Monday.

 Andhra Pradesh HC 
cannot be a ‘ town plan-
ner’ and an ‘engineer’, SC 
observed on Monday and 
stayed the former’s order 
to develop Amravati as the 
capital of Andhra Pradesh. 
It has given the state govt 
a deadline 6 months to 
carry out the task.

 The Centre told the Su-
preme Court that the right 
to freedom of religion 
does not include a 
fundamental right 
to convert people 
to a particular 
religion. The 
Centre said 9 
state govern-
ments have 
already have 

legislations in place on the 
present subject.

 NGT on Monday 
rejected Noida Authority 
review petition against 
green tribunal order 
directing authority to pay 
a Rs 100 crore compensa-
tion for failing to prevent 
untreated sewage from 
fl owing into Kondli irriga-
tion canal before it emp-

ties into Yamuna river.

 No legal 
compulsion to get 
vaccinated; gov-

ernment cannot 
be held liable 
for deaths from 

Covid vaccine: 
Centre to SC. 

COURT ORDERS OF THE DAY

P4

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah during a public meeting 
in Ahmedabad on Monday.

Both leaders assets to Congress, says 
Rahul Gandhi on Gehlot and Pilot

Akhilesh Solanki

Indore: Amid the ver-
bal spat between Chief  
Minister Ashok Gehlot 
and former deputy CM 
Sachin Pilot, Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi on 
Monday said both the 
leaders are assets to the 
party.

“I don’t want to go 
into who said what. 

Both the leaders are 
Congress party’s assets. 
But I can give you guar-
antee that it will not af-
fect the Bharat Jodo 

Yatra,” said Gandhi to a 
query during a press 
conference in Indore on 
Monday on different 
statements being given 

by both the leaders.
Gehlot had on Thurs-

day told NDTV that Pi-
lot is a ‘gaddar’ (traitor) 
who cannot replace him 
as he had revolted 
against Congress in 
2020 and tried to topple 
the state government, 
drawing a sharp re-
sponse from his former 
deputy who said such 
“mud-slinging” would 
not help.

Rahul’s yatra is 
scheduled to enter Ra-
jasthan from Jhalawar 
in the first week of  
December.

Rahul says their 
statements will not 
affect the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra

Rahul Gandhi with CM Ashok Gehlot and Sachin Pilot. —FILE PHOTO

Indian and Australian Armies began their joint military exercise 
Austra-Hind 2022 at Mahajan Field Firing Ranges (MFFR) in 
Bikaner on Monday. The exercise to end on December 11.  P9

OTHER TOP 
RAJ STORIES

Governor Kalraj Mishra 
returned Bills of 3 private 
universities - Dunes 
University Jodhpur, Vyas 
Vidya Peeth University 
Jodhpur and Saurabh 
University Hindaun City P9

Ahead of ‘Bharat Jodo 
Yatra’ in Rajasthan, a 
committee of 3 ministers 
on Monday held talks with 
a delegation from Gurjar 
community to address 
their reservation and
other demands   P9

India’s G-20 Sherpa 
Amitabh Kant and offi cials 
of the MEA on Monday 
reviewed preps in Udaipur 
for 1st Sherpa meeting 
under the country’s 
G-20 presidency  P3

 AUSTRA-HIND 22
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No. : 2022-23/4432-39 Date : 25.11.2022

INVITATION OF TENDER NO. 05 YEAR 2022-23
On behalf of Governor or Rajasthan invites tender for eligible 

contractors for procurement of Emegent & Urgent works under 2701/2702- 
Maintainance budget Head (Sr. No. 1-7) & M-Narega Scheme (Sr. No. 8-14) 
estimated cost of works is Rs. 52.79 Lacs. The details are available on the 
following websites :-
NIB Code : - WRD2223A0522
UBN No. : -

WRD2223WSOB02168 WRD2223WSOB02169 WRD2223WSOB02170
WRD2223WSOB02171 WRD2223WSOB02172 WRD2223WSOB02173
WRD2223WSOB02174 WRD2223WSOB02175 WRD2223WSOB02176
WRD2223WSOB02177 WRD2223WSOB02178 WRD2223WSOB02179
WRD2223WSOB02180 WRD2223WSOB02181

1. www.diprrajasthan.gov.in 2. www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in 3. www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
Executive Engineer

Water Resources Division,
Sawai MadhopurDIPR/C/15249/2022

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER WATER 
RESOURCES DIVISION, SAWAI MADHOPUR 

Bajaria, Sawai Madhopur - 322001

No. : B-1(6)RAC/LEKHA/2022/3544 Date : 24.11.2022

NOTICE INVITING BIDS
Bids for supply and installation of Desktop Computer, 

Laserjet Printer and Scanner ADF are invited from interested 
bidders up to 11:00 AM Date - 12/12/2022. Other particulars 
of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal  
(https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in) of 
the state, and https://www.police.rajasthan.gov.in. The estimated 
value of procurement is Rs. 80.00 Lakh (Rupees Eighty Lakh Only).

UBN : AAB2223GLOB00001
(Om Prakash) 

Deputy Inspector General of Police 
Armed Battalions, Rajasthan, JaipurDIPR/C/15164/2022

ThE OffICE Of ThE ADDITIONAL 
DIRECTOR GENERAL Of POLICE, ARmED 

BNS, RAJASThAN, JAIPUR

CONGRESS GOVT HAS FAILED ON 
EVERY FRONT: BJP LEADERS

BJP JAN AAKROSH YATRA TRAGIC ACCIDENTS

The yatra will cover 75,000 km on 200 chariots in 200 assemblies in the State
Rajeev Gaur 

Jodhpur: Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s Jan 
Aakrosh Yatra will 
reach Jodhpur on De-
cember 1. Union Min-
ister Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat held a 
press conference at 
the Circuit House in 
Jodhpur, in which he 
shared detailed infor-
mation about the Yatra. 
He said that the Con-
gress government has 
failed on every front. 
Office bearers of  BJP 
were also present in 
the conference.

Shekhawat said the 
joint journey of  three 
districts, including 
Jodhpur will start 
from the Jalori Gate 
here. “Jan Aakrosh 
Yatra will have a com-
plaint box on every 
chariot, where people 

can drop their com-
plaints regarding the 
present Congress gov-
ernment of  Rajasthan. 
We will compile the 
complaints and raise 
the issues in the future 
agitations. We will try 
to resolve the com-
plaints by including 
them in the election 
manifesto to be held in 
Rajasthan next year.

Mukesh Mathrani

Barmer: A  driver was 
burnt alive after the 
truck collided head-on 
with a trailer in Barmer. 
Incident took place 
early on Monday morn-
ing on NH-25 Barmer 
Jodhpur highway 
under Kalyanpur police 
station. On getting 

informed police reached 
at the spot and carried 
out the rescue opera-
tion. Police said that the 
collision was so fi erce 
that it triggered fi re to 
both vehicles. Due to 
the accident there was 
a traffi c jam on both 
sides of the highway 
which was cleared after 
two hours. 

DRIVER BURNT ALIVE AS TRUCK 
CATCHES FIRE AFTER COLLISION

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Satish Poonia & Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore.

Jhalawar (PTI): A 37-year-
old man was killed and 
two others injured after 
their car fell into a deep 
ditch on the state highway 
near Jarail check post in 
Jhalawar district early on 
Monday morning, police 
said. The deceased was 
identifi ed as Roop Singh 
alias Rupesh Lovevanshi, a 
photographer from Indore 
in Madhya Pradesh, the 
police said. Singh was part 
of a group of four Indore-
based photographers 
travelling to Jhalawar for a 
wedding shoot, they said. 

Baran: Two farmers were 
killed and one got injured 
when their tractor-trolley 
from Mahodara vil-
lage was hit by a trailer 
near Bansthuni village 
of Bhanwargarh police 
station area on National 
Highway 27 on Monday. 
The tractor-trolley fell into 
a 50-foot deep ditch. Two 
people in the tractor-trol-
ley died on the spot and 
one critically injured was 
sent to the district hos-
pital, from where he was 
referred to Kota. Police is 
probing the case.

PHOTOGRAPHER 
KILLED, 2 OTHERS 
HURT AS CAR FALLS 
INTO DITCH

2 FARMERS DEAD, 1 
CRITICAL IN 
ACCIDENT ON NH 27 
NEAR BARAN

Kota (PTI): Two men 
died after coming in 
contact with a high-ten-
sion wire in the dis-
trict’s Simliya police 
station limits on Mon-
day, police said.

The deceased have 
been identified as Kam-
lesh Bheel (37) of  Jhala-
war district and Pappu 
Singh Rajput (35) of  
Chittor district, the po-
lice said. The duo oper-
ated a boring machine 
-- Bheel as the driver 
and Rajput as the opera-
tor, they said.

Simliya police sta-
tion SHO Bhanwar 
Singh Gurjar said they 
were electrocuted after 
coming in contact with 
a 1,100-KV high-ten-
sion power line pass-
ing overhead. Gurjar 
said Bheel was driving 
the vehicle when a bor-
ing pipe touched the 
overhead power line, 
which snapped and fell 
on the road. Rajput was 
electrocuted first when 
he opened the vehicle 
door. Bheel was electro-
cuted when he attempt-
ed to help Rajput. Both 
of  them died on the 
spot, he said. 

Two die in Jaipur
Two persons died when 
a high speed car collid-
ed with a crane at Jam-
waramgarh near 
Patalwas located on 
Dausa-Manohar pur 
highway. The deceased 
Ashok and Anil were 
residents of  Banjaro Ki 
Dhani Ramjipura.

Two die after contact with 
high-tension wire in Bundi

CONGRESS SUFFERING DUE TO 
INFIGHTING: SATISH POONIA
Dungarpu/Udaipur: BJP state president Satish Poo-
nia on Monday said that the Congress is surviving 
at the mercy of the assembly speaker and the oppo-
sition BJP will soon meet the governor on the issue. 
During his one day visit to Dungarpur, he attacked 
the Congress and said that the people are fed up 
with the Congress rule because they are suffering 
due to infi ghting. Meanwhile, Leader of Opposition 
Gulab Chand Kataria attacked the state government 
and called it a failure on every front. 

Minor raped for months on pretext 
of marriage, accused absconding
Jaipur (PTI): A 15-year-
old girl was allegedly 
raped several times by a 
neighbour in Pratap Na-
gar area here on a pre-
text of  marriage, police 
said on Monday.

A case has been reg-
istered against accused 
youth who has been 
missing for the last one-
and-a-half-month and 
his mobile is also 
switched off, Pratap 
Nagar Station House 
Officer (SHO) Bhajan 
Lal said.

According to the FIR 
lodged on Sunday even-
ing on behalf  of  the mi-

nor girl’s relatives, the 
accused had raped the 
victim several times 
during the last six 
months on the pretext 
of  marriage, he said.

The accused Tyagi is 
being searched by regis-
tering a case under sec-
tion 376(2)(n) of  the IPC 
and sections of  POCSO 
Act, the SHO said.

Bhandari submits 
PIL in High Court 
regarding parking

RATHORE 
REVIEWS JAN 
AAKROSH 
YATRA’S PREPS

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Rajasthan HC 
has sought response 
from the Registrar of  
the High Court regard-
ing the parking prob-
lem. Lawyer Poonam 
Chand Bhandari 
through advocate Dr. 
DN Sharma had sub-
mitted a PIL stating 
that advocates face 
parking problems in the 
high court. It becomes 
difficult to reach the 
court due to heavy rush 
because Vidhansabha, 
Secretariat apart from 
HC are located there.

Bharatpur: BJP national 
spokesperson Rajya-
vardhan Singh Rathore 
reached Bharatpur to 
review preparations for 
BJP’s Jan Aakrosh Yatra. 
Rahul Gandhi’s visit is an 
image building exercise 
while BJP’s rally would 
represent the anger of 
people. Rathore said that 
the work done by the Con-
gress government in the 
last four years is known 
to all. “Congress did not 
fulfi ll its promises in the 
four years and their inter-
nal fi ght was visible to all 
from the fi rst year itself. 
Factionalism was always 
there. However, what 
concerns us is that the 
party could not discharge 
the responsibilities given 
by the public,” he said.

Cases against TV serial 
Ahilyabai’s director 
First India Bureau 

Bharatpur: Protests 
have begun across Ra-
jasthan against TV’s se-
rial ‘Ahilyabai’ aired on 
Sony as it is allegedly 
showing Maharaja 
Surajmal Rao as a cow-
ard. In the last three 
days, four cases have 
been registered against 
the serial’s director 
Jackson Sethi, produc-
er and the channel in 
four different police sta-
tions of  Bharatpur.

Various organiza-

tions have also submit-
ted memorandum to 
Governor Kalraj 
Mishra. In the past, 
there was a similar pro-
test against the movies 
‘Padmavat’ and ‘Jodha-
Akbar’ in Rajasthan.

1k corrupt officers and employees 
trapped in last 2 years: BL Soni
Rajeev Gaur

Jodhpur: ACB DG BL 
Soni on Monday said 
that 1000 corrupt offic-
ers and employees have 
been trapped in 2 years. 
From IAS to IPS to RAS 
all kinds of  corrupt of-
ficers were trapped.

Soni was on a visit to 
Jodhpur on Monday 
where he was given a 
guard of  honor at the 
Circuit House. Soni also 
took feedback from the 
officials of  the Bureau 
and discussed the ac-

tion taken so far and 
also gave instructions 
regarding effective ac-
tion in future. Soni ap-
pealed to report bribe 

demands on 1064 or 
9413502834. Cases of  
misuse of  position and 
disproportionate assets 
also fall in this category.  

BL Soni & Sawai Singh Godara at the public dialogue program at 
Steel Bhavan in Jodhpur on Monday.

JDA acts against 
illegal colonies in city
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The JDA took 
action against the 
new illegal colony on 
about 2 bighas of  pri-
vate land in the Eco-
logical Zone of  Zone-
10. At the same time, 
action was taken 
against encroach-
ment from the road 
boundary of  the resi-
dential colony. Chief  
Controller of  En-
forcement Raghuveer 
Saini said that an il-
legal colony in the 
name of  ‘Royal High-
way City’ has been 

established on about 2 
bighas of  private land 
holding agricultural 
land near Vaishali 
Market in Zone 10’s 
Jurisdiction Ecologi-
cal Zone without per-
mission and approval 
of  JDA and without 
land conversion. 

WOMAN SEDATED AND RAPED BY 
KNOW WHO ALSO TOOK HER PICTURES
Jaipur: A 25-year-old married woman has lodged 
a case against her known for allegedly raping her 
after serving her intoxicating drink and making ob-
scene videos here, police said Monday.  According 
to the FIR lodged on Sunday evening by a married 
woman, the accused known to her raped and made 
obscene videos after serving some intoxicating 
drink. Later, the man started blackmailing her by 
threatening to make the obscene video viral, Vidy-
adhar Nagar SHO Virendra Kumar said. 

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The matter of  
former Union Minister 
Namo Narain Meena 
not getting a lift in the 
CM’s convoy and in the 
vehicles of  ministers 
and MLAs’ in Gan-
gapur on November 24 
has caught the politi-
cal fire.

“Whether Namo 
Narain Meena ji takes 
it or not, we will defi-
nitely take revenge for 
his insult,” BJP’s RS 
MP Dr Kirodi Lal Mee-

na said on Monday.
Kirodi reached Na-

mo’s residence on Mon-
day along with his sup-

porters & asked Namo 
about whole incident. 
“There is deep resent-
ment among people 

and political workers 
of  all sections includ-
ing Meena Samaj over 
this incident. Mins &  

MLAs are role models 
for the public. When 
they themselves vio-
late etiquette, it hurts. 
The insult of  senior 
politician Namo 
Narain Meena ji shows 
arrogance of  the min-
isters and legislators, 
which is condemnable. 
It is hoped that mins & 
MLAs will try to learn 
values,” Kirodi said.

“I have told Namo 
Narain ji that neither I 
am able to tolerate this 
insult nor area is able 
to tolerate it,” he said.

Insult to Namo shows arrogance: Dr Kirodi
POLITICAL FIRE OVER ‘INSULT’

Sikar (FIB) : Superin-
tendent of  Police Kun-
war Rashtradeep has 
suspended gunman 
Girdharilal after a video 
of  Dhod MLA Parasram 
Mordia’s gunman went 
viral. Girdharilal is also 
seen advising others to 
drink alcohol. 

MLA ’s gunman 
suspended over 
‘liquor’ video

Dr Kirodi Lal Meena met Namo Narain Meena at the latter’s residence on Monday.
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First India Bureau 

Jaipur: CS Usha Shar-
ma on Monday in-
structed officers to 
visit Jaipur city reg-
ularly to take stock 
of  situation & ensure 
strict compliance of  
rules for smooth 
functioning.

She said that to make 
Jaipur city better or-
ganised it is necessary 
that the city has proper 
parking, traffic, clean-
liness & public facili-
ties. She instructed the 

officers not to take any 
laxity in the work of  
door-to-door garbage 
collection & waste dis-
posal in all the wards 

of  the city.
The CS was presid-

ing over the 21st meet-
ing of  the high level 
committee in connec-

tion with maintaining 
the glory of  the Pink 
City. She said that 
Jaipur city has got the 
status of  World Herit-
age and all the depart-
ments should work 
with mutual coordina-
tion to maintain it.

Principal Secretary 
UDH Kunji Lal Meena, 
Chairman of  JCTSL 
Ajitabh Sharma, JDC 
Ravi Jain, Secretary 
LSG Dr. Joga Ram, 
JMC Greater and Her-
itage Commissioners 
were present.

‘Depts must work with coordination’
CS INSTRUCTS TO MAINTAIN PINK CITY’S GLORY

Overwhelmed with preps for 
meet in Udaipur: Amitabh Kant
First India Bureau 

Udaipur: India’s G-20 
Sherpa Amitabh Kant 
and several other offi-
cials of  the Ministry of  
External Affairs re-
viewed preparations of  
the first Sherpa meet-
ing under the India G20 
presidency from De-
cember 4 to 7.

Deputy Director of  
Tourism Dept Shikha 
Saxena said Sherpa 
Amitabh Kant & others 
closely reviewed ar-
rangements. They vis-
ited all the places where 
the G-20 events would 
be held. Necessary in-
structions were given 
by them to officials.

From venues of  meet-
ings and cultural activi-
ties were reviewed. It 

included the hotel Leela 
Palace, hotel Taj Fateh 
Prakash, Manek 
Chowk, Jag Mandir etc.

Later, they held a 
meeting with divisional 
commissioner Rajen-

dra Bhatt, IG Prafulla 
Kumar, Collector Tara 
Chand Meena, SP Vikas 
Sharma and others.

Addressing meeting, 
Kant was overwhelmed 
with preparations. Dur-

ing meeting, Commis-
sioner of  Raj Founda-
tion Dhiraj Srivastava 
expressed his gratitude.

On this occasion, 
West Zone Cultural 
Centre Director Kiran 

Soni Gupta, DOT Dr 
Rashmi Sharma, Zilla 
Parishad CEO Mayank 
Manish, Additional 
Commissioner Anjali 
Rajouria and top offi-
cials were present.

Amitabh Kant and other offi cials of the Ministry of External Affairs  
during a review meeting in Udaipur on Monday.

Amitabh Kant, Dhiraj Srivastava, Kiran Soni Gupta, Dr Rashmi 
Sharma, Anjali Rajouria, Sumita Saroj and others reviewing preps.

CS Usha Sharma, Kunji Lal Meena, Ajitabh Sharma, Ravi Jain, Dr. 
Joga Ram during a high level committee meeting on Monday.

CM APPROVES94 new posts to be 
created in Raj police 
service telecom
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot has ap-
proved the proposal for 
cadre review of  Ra-
jasthan Police Service 
(Telecom). After this 
decision, 94 new posts 
will be created in Police 
Telecommunication De-
partment. A total of  94 
posts including one post 
of  Additional Superin-
tendent of  Police, 6 
posts of  Deputy Super-
intendent of  Police, 9 
posts of  Inspector of  
Police, 18 posts of  Dep-
uty Inspector of  Police, 
10 posts of  Head Consta-
ble and 50 posts of  Con-
stable will be created.

As per the proposal, 
the services of  these 
posts in Police Telecom-
munication Depart-
ment, if  required, will 
be taken by the State 
Crime Records Bureau 
(SCRB) for Technical 
Core Group.

115 new posts 
for ERCP Corp
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot has ap-
proved the creation of  8 
offices under the ERCP 
Corporation and the 
creation of  115 new 
posts for the operation 
of  these offices.

The step was taken in 
direction of  implemen-
tation of  the Eastern 
Rajasthan Canal Pro-
ject (ERCP), which is 
important from the 
point of  view of  drink-
ing water and irriga-
tion for 13 districts, at 
a fast pace.

As per the proposal, 8 
offices including Corpo-
rate Office and PMU Of-
fice Jaipur, Project Im-
plementation Unit 
Kota, Sub Project Imple-
mentation Unit Baran-I 
and II, Sub Project Im-
plementation Unit Ko-

ta-I and II, Sub Project 
Implementation Unit 
Tonk & Sub Project Im-
plementation Unit Bun-
di Offices are being cre-
ated in Corporation.

Newly created posts 
under ERCP Corpora-
tion include one post 
each of  Chairman, MD, 
Chief  GM, Chief  GM 
(Finance), three posts 
of  GM, 9 posts of  Depu-
ty GM, 22 posts of  Man-
ager, 2 posts of  Manager 
(Finance), 8-8 posts of  
Deputy Manager (Fi-
nance) among others.

Chambal river.  —FILE PHOTO

IIT Jodhpur students with Dr Rakesh K Sharma.

Dr Somya takes general meeting before EC meet today
Bharat Dixit

Jaipur: A day before 
meeting of  JMCG Ex-
ecutive Committee, 
Mayor Dr Somya called 
a meeting of  the coun-
cillors on Monday. In 
this unannounced 
general meeting,  
councilors raised ques-
tions regarding agen-
da of  meeting. 

Councillors said that 
EC meeting is held on 

the agenda of  the devel-
opment of  the city, but 
most of  the proposals in 

meeting are related to 
the promotion of  the 
employees. Not only 
this,  councilors also ex-
pressed displeasure 
over the proposals for 
promotion of  horticul-
turist Ravindra Singh. 
In meeting, programs to 
be held under Jaipur 
celebrations were dis-
cussed and suggestions 
were taken. After a long 
wait, EC meeting is be-
ing held on Nov 29. 

IIT Jodhpur develops 
materials to produce ‘H’
New Delhi (ANI): 
The researchers at the 
IIT Jodhpur have de-
veloped Lanthanides 
based perovskite na-
nocomposite catalytic 
materials for artifi-
cial photosynthesis to 
produce high-purity 
hydrogen.

“In patented meth-
od, researchers used 
natural sunlight to 
convert water into hy-
drogen and oxygen us-
ing a highly recyclable 
catalyst based on low-

cost, simple transition 
metal. Dr Rakesh K 
Sharma, Associate 
Professor, Dept of  
Chemistry, IIT Jodh-
pur, is Principal Inves-
tigator of  this pro-
ject,” as per IIT Jodh-
pur. “Team has now 
developed a series of  
catalysts which can ef-
ficiently produce hy-
drogen under ambient 
conditions. End appli-
cation lies in indus-
tries & energy sec-
tors” IIT said.

Dr Somya during general meeting of JMCG Executive Committee on Monday.

Jaipur: The team of CID Crime Branch of Rajasthan 
Police has seized 1000 kg of Ganja being smuggled 

from Jalpaiguri in a truck 
with Rajasthan number. 
The action was carried 
out with the help of local 
police in Guna police 
station of MP. The value 
of the recovered drug in 
the international market 
is around Rs 2 crore. The 
smuggler, Badrilal Yadav 
was arrested by Guna 
police under NDPS Act. 

Additional Director General of Police Dr Ravi Prakash 
Mehrada said that a total of 100 packets of 10 kg each 
were found in the search, in which 1000 kg of ganja 
was fi lled. Team of CID Crime Branch had received 
information that a large consignment of illegal drugs 
was  supplied in Rajasthan. —Shivendra Parmar

RAJ CID CATCHES SMUGGLER WITH 1,000 
KG HEMP WORTH `2 CRORE IN MP

G20 SHERPA MEETING: OFFICIALS VISIT ALL THE MAIN VENUES IN LAKE CITY

REPORT IN 15 DAYS

7TH DAY OF JMCH 
COUNCILLORS’ 
PROTEST, MAY GO 
TO CM HOUSE

FAKE DOCUMENTS 
CASE: COURT 
GRANTS BAIL TO 
UPEN YADAV

Jaipur: The protest 
of the councillors of 
JMCH continued even 
on Monday. Minister 
Pratap Singh Khachari-
yawas had given seven 
days time to the coun-
cillors to form the com-
mittees and on Monday 
it was seventh day of 
the ultimatum. Now, the 
councillors have given 
time till Wednesday. If 
the committees are not 
formed after Wednes-
day, the councillors will 
march to CM House 
and present their 
views. The councillors 
sitting on the dharna 
told that due to the 
non-formation of com-
mittees, the offi cers are 
dominating them. 

Jaipur: In the case re-
lated to helping in mak-
ing fake documents, 
State President of 
Rajasthan Unemployed 
Integrated 
Federation 
Upen 
Yadav got 
bail on 
Monday. 
ADJ-06, 
Mahendra Pratap Beni-
wal accepted the bail 
application. Advocate 
AK Jain had asked for 
bail terming the arrest 
as illegal. Arrest & 
remand of Upen Yadav 
is challenged in the DJ 
court. Advance inves-
tigation can be done 
only after the challan is 
presented in the court. 

NEWS DIGEST
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UNTOLD STORIES OF PM MODI - PART 20‘MODI HAI TO MUMKIN HAI…’

he narrator shares the wisdom and 
insights gained through her several 
interactions with PM Modi. From 
his humility and ease of  conversa-
tion, his passion for education, love 
for technology and above all, his 
advice that we should never lay 
claim on things that don’t rightfully 
belong to us, the narrator brings out 
the various facets of  PM Modi’s ver-
satile personality. 

The first time I got an opportunity 
to meet him, he met me with a ques-
tion. As I entered his cabin, he asked 
me “Is Kishorilal still working as a 
teacher?” “No, no! Now he is Princi-
pal”, I responded. Then I narrated to 
Modiji what Kishorilalji always said 
to me. He has always told me that it 
isn’t possible to get in touch with 
Narendra Modi and that I cannot talk 
to him if  I wish to. But I remember 
myself  retorting with “Well, whoev-
er told you that!” I immediately 

picked up my phone 
and dialled Narendra 
bhai. Within two min-
utes I received a call 
back from one of  the 
karyakartas saying 
that Narendra bhai 
would like to speak 
with me. Kishorilalji 
was absolutely amazed 
to see how quick the 
response was from 
Modiji’s office!

After listening to 
my rendition of  this 
conversation with 
Kishorilalji, Naren-
dra bhai asked me “Do 
I not have two ears? 
Do I not have two eyes 
and a nose? Don’t I 
have a heart? If  I do, 

then what stops me from communi-
cating, interacting and connecting 
with people?” This is what defines 
Modiji. His nature and temper are 
simple and unassuming. His posi-
tion in life does not stop him from 
interacting with people with ease 
and warmth. And what is most en-
dearing about Modiji is that he re-
members incidents from years ago. 
Narendra bhai asked me about 
Kishorilalji who was in touch with 
him more than 25 years back. Kisho-
rilalji is my uncle and is 65 years old 
now. Modiji must have got acquaint-
ed with him during his karyakarta 
days. This interaction with Modiji 
remains etched in my mind. 

It was my good fortune that I got 

to meet Narendra bhai several times 
while he was Chief  Minister. I have 
always been associated with the edu-
cation department. Working with 
children for their development has 
been a passion for me. Once, I recol-
lect, I had to resolve an issue regard-
ing provision of  nutritious food for 
children. I went to meet Narendra 
bhai for the same and while I was 
waiting outside to meet him, I came 
to know that an agency had paid a 

visit to him regarding this issue. I 
remember the tip he gave me to this 
day “Taste the food. If  you find it 
palatable, be sure that children will 
love it too.” And more than that, he 
said something that touched me to 
the core. He said “This is something 
that I have no right over. Only chil-
dren have the right over these and 
this food rightfully belong to them. 
Therefore, I cannot even partake 
even a morsel of  this food.” The crux 

of  his message was that the rightful 
owner of  something alone must get 
to use it. No one else can lay claim to 
even the tiniest piece of  that thing. 
This indeed has been one of  the big-
gest lessons that I have learnt from 
Narendra Modi. 

Vidya Bharti is committed to the 
resolve of  establishing Ekal Shik-
shan Mandir all over India. The aim 
of  this endeavour is to take bhartiya 
education to the remotest areas of  

India. So once we visited an Ekal 
Vidyalaya located in a densely for-
ested area. Our Acharya used to 
visit this school once or twice week-
ly and spent quality time with chil-
dren. He would play with them, teach 
them and narrate stories to them. It 
is worth mentioning here that this 
place too had been established and 
inaugurated by Narendra bhai. Not 
just this, Vidya Bharti has one of  its 
schools here as well and Narendra 
bhai attended a function here in 2002. 
I distinctly remember him placing 
his chair conveniently in the middle 
of  bushes and a few people had been 
invited for the event. Today, that Ekal 
Mandir which was established by 
Narendra bhai has been converted 
into a Shishu Mandir. 

Narendra bhai has been closely 
associated with my family. My fa-
ther used to share with me some of  
the finest qualities of  Narendra 
bhai. The foremost of  these virtues 
was his effort and desire to always 
stay up-to-date. During those early 
days, we would not have steam irons 
or even normal irons easily availa-
ble. Whenever Narendra bhai visit-
ed the Prashikshan Varg, he had a 
unique way of  keeping his clothes 
prim and proper. When everyone 
would go off  to sleep, Narendra bhai 
would then take off  his kurta and 
iron it. But the irony is that there 
used to be no iron! So what would he 
do? He would use a globular water 
container to this purpose, which is 
commonly known as the ‘lota’. He 
would fill it up with hot water and 
straighten the creases by using the 
‘lota’ in place of  an iron. 

Not just this, Narendra bhai’s 
penchant for technology is well 
known. He keeps himself  abreast 
with the functioning and use of  
newest technologies. He used to mo-
tivate everyone close to him to know 
and use more of  latest technology 
available in the market. If  you re-
member, we used to have the Pager 
in those days. Well, at a time when 
no one would think of  owning a 
pager, Narendra bhai was pro in its 
use. He possessed one and would 
harness the technology to connect 
with people with ease and speed. 
Such is Narendra bhai’s vision and 
mission for India as well!

 TO BE CONTINUED...

T

COMPILED AND EDITED BY 
SHASHIKANT SHARMA 
AND SHWETA SHARMA

‘NARENDRA MODIJI STRAIGHTENS CREASE 
OF CLOTHES BY USING ‘LOTA’ INSTEAD ‘IRON’’

Whenever Narendra bhai visited the Prashikshan Varg, 
he had a unique way of keeping his clothes prim 
and proper. When everyone would go off to sleep, 

Narendra bhai would then take off his kurta and iron it. But 
the irony is that there used to be no iron! So what would he 
do? He would use a globular water container to this purpose, 
which is commonly known as the ‘lota’. He would fi ll it up 
with hot water and straighten the creases by using the ‘lota’ 
in place of an iron.

‘IT WAS INDEED A GREAT EXPERIENCE TO 
MEET NARENDRA BHAI SEVERAL TIMES’ 

It was my good fortune that I got to meet Narendra bhai 
several times while he was Chief Minister. I have always 
been associated with the education department. Working 

with children for their development has been a passion for 
me. Once, I recollect, I had to resolve an issue regarding 
provision of nutritious food for children.

PM Modi, a man carved in 
ethos of justice & fairness

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

From his humility and 
ease of conversation, 
Modi’s passion for 
education, love for 

technology and above 
all, his advice that we 

should never lay claim 
on things that don’t 

rightfully belong to us, 
the narrator brings 

out the various 
facets of PM Modi’s 

versatile personality 

YOU READ PART-19 ON NOVEMBER 24, 2022

LIVING FOR EVERYONE 
AND ACCESS TO ALL: 
THE MODI WAY 

OF LEADERSHIP!
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Ahmedabad (PTI):
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Monday 
again targeted the Con-
gress over the partici-
pation of  Narmada 
Bachao Andolan activ-
ist Medha Patkar in the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra led 
by Rahul Gandhi, and 
said the opposition par-
ty must shun its “divide 
and rule” strategy to 
win back the trust of  
the people of  Gujarat.

Addressing a poll 
rally in Palitana town 
of  Bhavnagar district 
in support of  the BJP 
candidates, Modi said 
the people of  Gujarat 
have rejected the Con-
gress because the state 
had suffered a lot due to 
the party's policy of  in-
citing people of  one re-
gion or community 
against another.

“The people of  Guja-
rat are not ready to help 

those who support ele-
ments wanting to break 
India,” he said.

PM Modi, during his 
previous campaign ral-
lies in Gujarat, had also 
targeted Rahul Gandhi 
for walking with Medha 
Patkar during the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra.

Elections for the 
182-member Gujarat 
Assembly are sched-
uled on December 1 and 
5 and the counting of  
votes will be taken up 
on December 8.

On Monday, Modi ac-
cused the Congress of  
trying to disrupt the 
reach of  the Narmada 
water to the parched re-
gion of  Saurashtra.

He said the Gujaratis 
will never forgive those 
who were walking with 
a person who was re-
sponsible for stalling 
the Sardar Sarovar dam 
project for 40 years.

Kozhikode: Over 3,000 
persons were booked 
under unlawful assem-
bly, rioting and criminal 
conspiracy charges on 
Monday in connection 
with the violent attack 
on the Vizhinjam police 
station last night as part 
of  the ongoing protest 
against the under-con-
struction Adani port. 
Police have registered 
an FIR against 3,000 
identifiable persons.

Patna (PTI): Bihar CM 
Nitish Kumar’s JD(U) 
and the BJP are locked 
in a straight contest, for 
the first time since they 
broke up nearly four 
months ago, in the by-
polls to Kurhani seat.

The by-poll, scheduled 
for December 5, has been 
necessitated by the dis-
qualification of  sitting 
MLA Anil Kumar Saha-
ni, who had won the seat 
in the 2020 assembly 
polls on RJD ticket.

The RJD, which 
aligned with Kumar af-
ter the upheaval in Au-
gust, has decided to 
back the JD(U), which it 
had, incidentally, defeat-
ed in the assembly polls 
two years ago to wrest 
the seat from the NDA.

The contest is being 
seen as primarily be-
tween JD(U)’s Manoj 
Singh Kushwaha and 
BJP’s Kedar Prasad Gup-
ta, both of  whom have 
won the seat in the past.

Raipur (PTI): Chhat-
tisgarh CM Bhupesh 
Baghel on Monday 
stepped up his attack on 
the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED), accusing 
the probe agency of  
crossing its limits and 
treating people inhu-
manely in the state.

Talking to media, 
Baghel alleged that the 
agency has been tortur-
ing and harassing peo-
ple in the name of  inves-
tigation and dubbed the 

action as “unfortunate”.
The CM’s remark has 

come a day after he tar-
geted the ED in a series 
of  tweets accusing it of  
assaulting and intimi-
dating people.

The ED had recently 
arrested four persons, 
including IAS officer Sa-
meer Vishnoi and two 
coal traders, in connec-
tion with a money laun-
dering case linked to the 
alleged extortion from 
mining transporters.

BJP and JD(U) fight it out 
in Kurhani seat by-poll

ED crossing limits, treating 
people inhumanely: Baghel

Cong needs to 
shun ‘divide and 
rule’ strategy: PM

BATTLEGROUND GUJARAT
“If you have courage, try to loot again”, 
Somnath’s message to world, says Shah
Ahmedabad (Agen-
cies): Addressing an 
election rally in north 
Gujarat on Monday, Un-
ion Home Minister 
Amit Shah said that the 
Somnath Temple that 
was looted by invaders 
in past is daring the 
world now to loot it now 
if  anyone has courage.

“Decked in gold, the 
Somnath temple in Gu-
jarat is giving a mes-
sage to the world that if  
you have the courage, 
then come and try to 
loot again,” Shah said 
in Mehsana district. 

“Terrorists were 
playing Holi with blood 
across the country. Nar-
endrabhai… passed 
strict rules, and rooted 
out terrorism,” he said.

Ahmedabad (PTI): A 
day after Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi ac-
cused Congress of  play-
ing vote bank politics 
over terrorism, Con-
gress chief  Mallikarjun 
Kharge on Monday said 
his party had sacrificed 
two prime ministers in 
the fight against terror-
ism. Kharge questioned 

whether any leader of  
the BJP had fought for 

the country’s freedom.
“We have done the 

work to fight against ter-
rorists. To maintain 
peace in the country, we 
have sacrificed our lead-
ers. Indira Gandhi sacri-
ficed her life to keep the 
country united. Rajiv 
Gandhi was martyred 
for the unity of  the 
country,” Kharge said.

Congress sacrificed 2 PMs in terror fight: Kharge
Amit Shah at a rally, in Vadodara on Monday.  —PHOTO BY ANI

Our Somnath 
dada is sitting 
proudly and 

giving a message to 
the world that if you 
have the courage then 
come and loot again. 

—Amit Shah, Home Minister

Kharge and Raj CM Gehlot 
welcome Vyas in Congress. 

FORMER GUJARAT MINISTER JAY 
NARAYAN VYAS JOINS CONGRESS

“AAP WILL WIN OVER 90 SEATS IN GUJ 
WITH WOMEN & YOUTH’S SUPPORT”

UPCOMING GUJARAT POLLS TO GIVE 
NEW DIRECTION TO COUNTRY: MEVANI

Ahmedabad (PTI): Former Gujarat minister Jaynarayan 
Vyas, who resigned from the ruling BJP 
earlier this month, joined the opposition 
Congress on Monday. Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge inducted 75-year-old Vyas 
into the party in Ahmedabad. Rajasthan CM 
veteran Ashok Gehlot also welcomed Vyas 
into the party. Vyas was a minister in the BJP 
govt in Gujarat when Narendra Modi was the CM.

Surat (PTI): Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal on 
Monday said there is a huge craze for Aam 
Aadmi Party among women and youth in 
Gujarat as it vows to tackle infl ation and 
unemployment and claimed the AAP will 
win more than 92 seats out of total 182 in 
the Gujarat Assembly polls.

Vadgam (PTI): Congress MLA and Dalit leader Jignesh 
Mevani feels a “silent wave” has gripped the Bharatiya 
Janata Party-ruled Gujarat where a change is inevitable, 
and the upcoming state Assembly polls will give a new 
direction to the country. The Congress will win 120 
out of the total 182 Assembly seats in the state polls, 
scheduled on December 1 and 5, he claimed.

Shamsher Singh 

New Delhi: Congress 
General Secretary Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra 
participated in Bharat 
Jodo Yatra in Madhya 
Pradesh. On Thursday, 
she joined Rahul Gan-
dhi’s yatra along with 
her husband and chil-
dren and it is being told 
that she will also travel 
for four days. Now the 
question is, why was 
Priyanka made to walk 
with Rahul after half  
the journey? Why was 
she not sent for the 

yatra when it was pass-
ing through South In-
dia? After all, Sonia 
Gandhi had gone to Kar-
nataka to attend the 
yatra and just as Mad-
hya Pradesh is impor-
tant for the Congress, 
Karnataka is also equal-
ly important. It was also 
discussed that Priyanka 
would also join the 
yatra in Mandya. But 
she did not go there and 
has joined the yatra in 
Madhya Pradesh.

In fact, Congress 
leaders feel that Priyan-
ka Gandhi Vadra’s iden-

tity is more entrenched 
in the ‘Hindi heartland’.  
She has not worked in 
South India, whereas 
Sonia and Rahul Gandhi 
have been more active 

there. Priyanka was 
saved with this thought 
in mind. She has joined 
the yatra from Madhya 
Pradesh, where elec-
tions are due next year. 

After this, it is possible 
that she will be involved 
in the visit of  every 
state for a while. The 
yatra through Uttar 
Pradesh will reportedly 
be of  a short duration. 
Despite this, she can 
travel there too. 

Keep in mind that she 
is in charge of  Uttar 
Pradesh. In Rajasthan, 
Haryana and Punjab too 
she may join in on the 
yatra. But she has not 
gone for campaigning in 
Gujarat assembly elec-
tions and there is no 
programme to go either.

PGV Hindi heartland icon? Cong is cautious

Adani port protest: 
Over 3k people 
booked in Kerala

Mumbai: Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA) leader 
Medha Patkar Monday called out PM Narendra Modi 
and other senior BJP leaders for dragging her name 

during their campaign speech-
es for the upcoming Gujarat 
Assembly elections. Senior 
BJP leaders, including Modi 
and Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah, have been criticising 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
for marching with Patkar on his 
Bharat Jodo Yatra. While ad-
dressing the media in Mumbai, 
Patkar said it has become a 

matter of urgency that the truth must come out, and 
to clarify “we are being used, and to counter the false 
campaigning using our name.”

Indore (ANI): Congress 
General Secretary- Or-
ganisation KC Venugo-
pal on Sunday fell down 
and suffered injuries 
during the fi fth day of 
Madhya Pradesh’s leg 
of Bharat Jodo Yatra in 
Indore district. The Con-
gress leader sustained 
injuries on his hand and 
knee from a stampede 
and was given fi rst aid 
at the Yatra camp.

CONG GEN SECY 
KC VENUGOPAL 
SUFFERS INJURIES 
DURING BJY

MEDHA PATKAR COUNTERS PM, BJP 
OVER PARTICIPATION IN BJY
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At present, my entire focus is 
on Bharat Jodo Yatra: RaGa

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with supporters during the 
party’s Bharat Jodo Yatra, in Indore district, Monday.  

First India Bureau

Indore: Amid his on-
going Bharat Jodo 
Yatra, Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi said on 
Monday that a decision 
to contest again from 
Amethi to be taken af-
ter one or one-and-a-
half  years. "At present, 
my focus is Bharat 
Jodo Yatra," he tweet-
ed. Rahul Gandhi also 
tweeted about the Yatra 
saying that "Bharat 
Jodo Yatra raising 
voice of  the nation.

—
PHOTO BY PTI

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
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Al-Wakrah [Qatar]
(ANI): Aleksandar 
Mitrovic took his team 
o a 3-1 lead for Serbia 
early into the second 
half  before Cameroon’s 
Vincent Aboubakar and 
Eric Maxim Choupo-
Moting struck stunning 
goals to play out a draw 
3-3 in their Group G 
match of  the ongoing 
FIFA World Cup 2022 
here at the Al Janoub 
Stadium on Monday.

With the win, Came-
roon kept alive their 
faint hopes of  reaching 
the round of  16. Al-

though neither team 
will likely benefit from 
the outcome, Serbia 
will undoubtedly be 
perplexed as to how 
they let a two-goal ad-
vantage to vanish at the 
Al Janoub Stadium af-
ter Aleksandar Mitro-
vic had given them a 
decisive advantage. 
Both the teams tried to 
find the winner but the 
game ended in a 3-3 
stalemate. Serbia 
struck right in the first-
half  injury time to dra-
matically take a 2-1 lead 
against Cameroon.

Early in the second 
half, Mitrovic increased 

Serbia’s advantage fol-
lowing an amazing team 

move, but just after 
Aboubakar’s stunning 
dinked goal had cut the 
score in half, Eric Max-
im Choupo-Moting fin-
ished the comeback 
from close range.

Cameroon scored 
their second goal of  the 
game after a lot of  dra-
ma on the field. Vincent 
Aboubakar scored the 
goal but the linesman 
raised the offside flag. 
The referee took it up 
for a rewiew and the 
goal was eventually al-
lowed. Cameroon trail 
Serbia 2-3.

Resilient Cameroon hold Serbia to 3-3 draw
After watching Fauda, I realised it’s 
time to forge ties with Israel: Thakur
Panaji (ANI): The 
nine-day 53rd Interna-
tional Film Festival of  
India (IFFI) came to an 
end on Monday in Goa, 
with the closing cere-
mony held at Dr Shy-
ama Prasad Mukherjee 
Stadium near Panaji.

The closing ceremony 
of  the film festival saw 
Union Information and 
Broadcasting Minister 
Anurag Singh Thakur’s 
speech highlighting eve-
ry prospect of  his vi-
sion. Not just this! He 
also addressed his view-
point on Israel and In-

dia’s relationship in the 
presence of  the makers 
of  the mega-hit Netflix 
series ‘Fauda’. Thakur 
stated, “The Netflix se-
ries FAUDA has been a 
hit in India and received 

a thunderous reception 
during the IFFI premier 
of  their 4th season. Is-
rael and India can be 
leading partners to pro-
pel the creative econo-
my sector.”

FIFA WORLD CUP

Cameroon’s captain Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting vies for the ball 
during the match against Serbia in FIFA World Cup 2022.

RUSSIAN WITH 
SATELLITE PHONE 
HELD IN U’KHAND
Rishikesh (PTI): A Rus-
sian national was held at 
the Jollygrant airport for 
carrying a satellite phone 
without proper docu-
ments, police said here on 
Monday. Victor Semonov 
who lives in Moscow was 
arrested on Sunday, sub 
inspector in charge of Jol-
lygrant police post Uttam 
Ramola said. A case has 
been registered against the 
Russian national on the 
basis of a complaint filed 
by a CISF official, Ramola 
said. Carrying of satel-
lite phones without prior 
permission of competent 
authorities is illegal.

THREE MEGHALAYA 
MLAS SUBMIT 
RESIGNATION 
Shillong (PTI): 2 MLAs 
of the ruling NPP in 
Meghalaya and one of the 
opposition TMC resigned 
from the Assembly on 
Monday, dealing a blow to 
the two parties. NPP leg-
islators — Ferlin Sangma, 
Benedic Marak and TMC’s 
HM Shangpliang submit-
ted their resignations to 
Speaker Metbah Lyngdoh 
during the day, Assem-
bly commissioner and 
secretary Andrew Simons 
said. They have also quit 
the membership of their 
respective parties. Specu-
lation is rife that they may 
next month join the BJP.

DRUNK DRIVER CRUSHES 3 SISTERS IN 
NOIDA’S SARDARPUR LOCALITY, 1 DEAD
Noida (Agencies): A drunk driver rammed his vehicle and 
crushed three sisters on a roadside in Noida’s Sadarpur 
area, leading to the death of one. The incident took place on 

Sunday evening in Som Bazar. According 
to the police, Pushpa, a resident of Khajur 
Colony, had gone to Som Bazar along 
with her daughters, Riya (6), Anu (15), 
and Ankita (18). The police added that the 
three girls were eating golgappas when the 
accident occurred. The youngest victim 
succumbed to her injuries on Monday 

morning. The three were admitted in the Post Graduate Insti-
tute of Child Health, Noida. The police said that four youths 
were drinking in the Swift Dzire vehicle and the intoxicated 
driver lost control of the car which led to the accident.

MEHBOOBA MUFTI VACATES OFFICIAL 
RESIDENCE IN SRINAGAR
Srinagar (Agencies): Former Chief Minister and president 
of Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), Mehbooba Mufti on 

Monday vacated her official residence 
in J&K’s Srinagar and shifted to a 
private house in the city’s outskirts. 
Authorities had served a notice to 
Mehbooba Mufti to vacate the high 
security Gupkar Road residence in Sri-
nagar which she had been occupying 
since she became the Chief Minister of 
the state. “She has shifted to a private 

house in Khimber area on the outskirts of Srinagar city,” 
a PDP spokesman said. 

CRUCIAL READ

First India Bureau

New Delhi: Vice Presi-
dent Jagdeep Dhankhar 
said on Monday that 
our handicrafts are our 
living heritage and ap-
pealed to all consumers 
of  handicraft to appre-
ciate local and be vocal 
about it. Stressing the 
need to promote organ-
ised marketing and 
branding of  Indian 
handicraft products, he 
said that interior de-
signers must focus on 
this rich mine.

Addressing a gather-
ing after presenting 
Shilp Guru and Nation-
al Awards (2017, 2018, 
2019) at Vigyan Bhawan 
here, the Vice Presi-
dent said that the 
unique talent of  our 
master craftsmen is 
representative of  

Bharat. “With your 
subtle workmanship, 
you embellish and en-
rich India’s cultural 
diversity. You repre-
sent India’s rich tradi-
tion of  skills and crafts-
manship,” he told the 
Shilp Gurus present.

Dhankhar described 

Indian craftsmen as the 
impactful ambassadors 
of  our culture and crea-
tivity and said that by 
honouring them, the 
nation is honouring 
those generations of  
unknown skilled crafts-
men, who have left be-
hind such a rich legacy.

Observing that it 
takes generations of  
training to master these 
skills, the Vice Presi-
dent said that on ac-
count of  their creativi-
ty, skills and the hard 
work, India’s handi-
craft is the most sought 
after in the world. 

All people living in 
India are Hindus: 
Mohan Bhagwat
Darbhanga (PTI): RSS 
chief  Mohan Bhagwat 
on Monday asserted that 
all people living in India 
were by 
definition 
Hindus and 
d ive r s i t y 
had flour-
ished in the 
country be-
cause of  the cultural 
ethos of  the land. 

Anybody who agrees 
to sing Sanskrit verses 
in praise of  Bharat 
Mata and is committed 
to preservation of  the 
culture of  the land is a 
Hindu, he said.

Bhagwat who was 
addressing RSS work-
ers here before con-
cluding his four-day 
tour of  Bihar, said the 
mammoth organisa-
tion will become re-
dundant if  all citizens 
of  the country adopt 
the spirit of  selfless 
service exhibited by 
the ‘Swayamsevaks’ .

“People should un-
derstand that because 
they live in Hindu-
sthan, they all are Hin-
dus. They might by 
other things as well, 
but all other identities 
have been made possi-
ble because of  Hindu 
ethos of  acceptance 
Hindutva is the name 
for the centuries old 
culture to which all the 
diverse streams owe 
their origin,” the RSS 
chief  said.

Now, all eight cheetahs in KNP’s 
acclimatisation enclosure: Official
Sheopur (PTI): All 
the eight cheetahs 
brought from Namibia 
to Madhya Pradesh’s 
Kuno National Park 
(KNP) in September 
have been shifted from 
the quarantine zone to 
the larger acclimatisa-
tion enclosure, with 
three female cheetahs 
being released on Mon-
day, a Forest official 
said.

The eight cheetahs 
were translocated from 
the African country on 
September 17 as part of  
an ambitious reintro-
duction project of  the 
species. They were re-
leased into the quaran-

tine zone by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

“Female cheetahs Sa-
vana, Shasha, and Si-
yaya were released into 
the big boma (enclo-
sure) number 5 using 
walk-through cages be-
tween 9 am and 11 am 

on Monday,” confirmed 
Kuno Divisional Forest 
Officer (DFO) Prakash 
Kumar Verma.

On Sunday, female 
cheetahs Asha and Tbi-
lisi joined males Obaan, 
Alton, and Freddie in 
the larger enclosure.

One of the cheetahs brought from Namibia.  —FILE PHOTO

Meghalaya to get border 
posts in sensitive areas
Shillong (PTI): Fol-
lowing last week vio-
lence at Mukroh which 
led to the killing of  six 
persons, Meghalaya 
government on Monday 
decided to set up border 
outposts in sensitive ar-
eas along the inter-state 
border, Chief  Minister 
Conrad K Sangma 
said on Monday.

The Chief  Minister 
announced the deci-
sion after chairing an 
all-party meeting at-
tended by local MLAs 
from Jaintia Hills 
where they were 
briefed on actions that 
have been taken and 
the future course of  ac-
tion by the state gov-

ernment following the 
firing incident at Muk-
roh in which 5 local vil-
lagers and a forest 
guard from Assam lost 
their lives.

“Informed the politi-
cal leaders that the 
Cabinet will sit tomor-
row to finalise the list 
of  the various Border 
Outposts (BOPs) that 
will be set up in sensi-
tive areas,” the Chief  
Minister said in a 
statement.

Anurag Thakur with Chiranjeevi and Akshay Kumar at, in Goa.

SHILP GURU & NATIONAL AWARDS

All efforts should be made to 
promote handicrafts: Dhankhar

VP Jagdeep Dhankhar presents an award during the Shilp Guru & National Awards ceremony, in New 
Delhi, on Monday. Union Minister Piyush Goyal and Addl Commerce Secy, Rachna Shah are also seen.

OVER 100 GET 
AWARDS FOR 
2017, ’18 & ’19

New Delhi: As many as 
30 Shilp Guru Awards 
and 78 National Awards 
for the year 2017, 2018 
and 2019 were presented 
to master craftspersons, 
here on Monday. 36 of 
whom are women. The 
main objective of the 
awards is to give recogni-
tion for their excellence 
in craftsmanship and 
valuable contribution to 
Indian Handicrafts and 
textiles sector. The Shilp 
Guru Awards are given 
to the legendary master 
craftspersons.

PM hails growth in milk 
production in last 8 years
New Delhi (PTI): 
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Mon-
day expressed happi-
ness over the growth 
in milk production 
in the last eight 
years, and said a vi-
brant dairy sector is 
also a great way to 
further strengthen 
our “Nari Shakti 
(women power)”.

His remarks came 
in response to a tweet 
by Union minister 
for fisheries, animal 
husbandry and dair-
ying Parshottam Ru-
pala, who said there 
had been a “monu-
mental growth” in 
milk production in 
the last eight years.

“It increased 83 
MT in just 8yrs un-
der visionary lead-
ership of  PM Shri 
Narendra Modi ji. 
Earlier in 63 yrs it 
increased only 121 
MT,” he said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

PM MODI PAYS 
HOMAGE TO 
GURU TEGH
New Delhi: PM Narendra 
Modi on Monday paid 
tributes to Guru Tegh Ba-
hadur on his martyrdom 
day, saying he refused to 
bow to tyranny and injus-
tice. “I pay homage to Sri 
Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji on 
the day of his martyrdom. 
He is universally admired 
for his courage and 
unwavering commitment 
to his principles as well 
as ideals,” PM Modi said 
in a tweet. 

PM IN GOA 
ON DEC 11 
FOR WAC
Panaji (PTI): 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
will participate 
in the conclud-
ing function of 
World Ayurveda 
Congress and 
inaugura-
tion of the All 
India Institute of 
Ayurveda in Goa 
on December 
11, Goa Chief 
Minister Pramod 
Sawant said on 
Monday. Talking 
to reporters, 
Sawant said the 
prime minister 
will attend the 
inauguration of 
the All India In-
stitute of Ayur-
veda at Dhargal 
in Pernem taluka 
of North Goa.

 PARLIAMENTARY INTERNSHIP PROGRAMME

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla with participants from 17 countries at the 36th Parliamentary Internship Programme at Parliament House, in New Delhi on Monday.
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Commodity Price Change % Chg

GOLD 52,822.00 61.00 0.11 (Per 10g)

SILVER 61,855.00 146.00 0.23 (Per 1kg)

COMMODITIES
Currency Price Change % Chg

USDINR 81.66 0.05 0.06

GBPINR 96.71 0.73 0.75

CURRENCIES

business
BRIEFS

New Delhi: Amazon will 
wind down parts of its In-
dia operations, showing 
that even the crucial 
growth market with 1.4 
billion consumers isn’t 
immune to CEO Andy 
Jassy’s cost-reduction 
campaign. The company 
said it is exiting meal de-
liveries as well as a ser-
vice providing bulk door-
step deliveries of pack-
aged consumer goods to 
small businesses. The ex-
its will involve layoffs of 
just several hundred out 
of a workforce of thou-
sands in the said vertical.

AMAZON TO SHUT FEW 
INDIA BUSINESSES 
AMID GLOBAL CUTS

New Delhi: Passenger ve-
hicle makers are expected 
to invest around `65K cr 
by FY25 to ramp up pro-
duction capacities to cater 
to enhanced demand, rat-
ing agency Icra said on 
Monday. It stated that the 
demand for passenger 
vehicles has remained 
healthy since the turn of 
the calendar year, aided 
by strong underlying de-
mand and an easing up of 
semiconductor shortages. 
The passenger vehicle in-
dustry wholesale volumes 
are expected to touch an 
all-time high of 3.7-3.8 
million units in FY23, a 
growth of 21-24% over 
the previous fiscal, driven 
by robust demand.  —PTI

PV MAKERS TO 
INVEST `65,000 
CRORE BY FY25

New Delhi: Gold price 
slipped by `61 to `52,822 
per 10 gram in the na-
tional capital on Monday 
amid a fall in prices of the 
precious metal overseas, 
according to HDFC Secu-
rities. In the previous 
trade, the yellow metal 
had touched `52,883 per 
10 gram. Silver also de-
clined by `146 to `61,855 
per kg. In the internation-
al market, gold was trad-
ing lower at $1,750.46 
per ounce while silver 
was down at $21.25 per 
ounce. —PTI

GOLD PRICES FALL 
BY `61; SILVER ALSO 
GOES DOWN BY `146

New Delhi: Benchmark 
Brent crude fell to its low-
est since January on 
Monday, brightening the 
scope for a reduction in 
fuel prices as protests in 
China over tough Covid 
restrictions and the im-
pending G-7 price cap on 
Russian oil from Decem-
ber 5 clouded demand 
outlook. Brent slipped 
$2.6/barrel, or more than 
3%, to $80.97. A lurking 
apprehension over anoth-
er production cut by the 
Opec+ grouping of oil ex-
porters, including Russia, 
contributed to sharp fall. 
Group to meet on Dec 4.

FUEL RATE CUT HOPES 
RISE AS OIL SINKS TO 
LOWEST SINCE JAN

*Rates till the edition went to print.

BRANDED APPLIANCES 
TO SEE REVENUE 
BOOST BY 8-10%
Mumbai: With growing 
consumer preference for 
branded products, the revenue 
of organised electrical and 

kitchen appli-
ances industry 
is expected to 
grow 8-10% in 
this financial 

year. This 8-10% revenue 
growth expected during this 
fiscal will also be supported 
by increasing usage of smart 
technologies and similar 
buying behaviour among rural 
and urban consumers towards 
such products, according to a 
report by Crisil Ratings.  —PTI

FLIGHTS SOON FROM 
NE TO MYANMAR, 
BANGLADESH
New Delhi: Flights will soon 
be started from two North-

eastern states 
to Myanmar 
and Bangla-
desh as the 
government 

is working on enhancing air 
connectivity in the region. On 
Monday, the first flight from 
the new airport at Arunachal 
Pradesh’s Itanagar was 
flagged off. The flight from 
Hollongi airport to Mumbai 
via Kolkata is being operated 
by IndiGo, which will also be 
increasing its services from 
the region. —PTI

GOVT’S PADDY 
PROCUREMENT UP 9% 
AT 306 LAKH TONNES
New Delhi: The government’s 
paddy procurement for the 

central pool 
rose over 9% 
to 306.06 lakh 
tonnes so far 
in the ongoing 

2022-23 kharif marketing 
season, according to the food 
ministry data. Higher quanti-
ties of paddy were purchased 
from Punjab, Haryana, 
Chhattisgarh and Telangana. 
Normally, paddy procurement 
begins immediately after the 
withdrawal of the Southwest 
monsoon from October on-
wards.  —PTI

POWER MIN LAUNCHES 
SCHEMES TO GET 
4,500 MW SUPPLY 
New Delhi: The Power Minis-
try has launched a scheme for 
the procurement of aggregate 
electricity of 4,500 MW for five 

years under 
of the SHAKTI 
(Scheme for 
Harnessing 
and Allocating 

Koyala Transparently in India) 
policy. “Ministry of Power 
kicks off a scheme for pro-
curement of aggregate power 
of 4500 MW on competitive 
basis for five years on Finance, 
Own and Operate basis under 
B (v) of SHAKTI Policy,” a 
power ministry said. —PTI

C4D PARTNERS GETS SEBI’S NOD TO LAUNCH $50 
MILLION FUND TO INVEST IN INDIAN STARTUPS
New Delhi: Netherland-based C4D Partners on Monday said it 
has received market regulator Sebi’s approval to launch its $50 
million fund for investments in 
Indian startups. C4D Partners had its 
first close of $30.3 million in 2018 
for its Asia Fund. “The company has 
recently received the nod from the 
Sebi for its debut India fund worth 
$50 million and expects to achieve 
the first close of the fund by the mid 
of next year,” C4D Partners said. —PTI

OTHER STORIES

A BLESSING IN DISGUISE

‘Slower growth will be good for India’
First India Bureau

New Delhi: India’s annual 
economic growth is fore-
cast to slow to about 6% for 
a few years, according to 
economists including from 
Goldman Sachs Group Inc. 
and Barclays Plc.. And they 
say that’s not such a bad 
thing. Gross domestic 
product expansion at about 
6% is a sweet spot for 
Asia’s third-largest econo-
my to steer inflation back 
to the Reserve Bank of  In-
dia’s target, and also to 
narrow budget and current 
account deficits, said Ra-
hul Bajoria of  Barclays. 
Price gains have stayed 

above RBI’s 2%-6% target 
since the start of  2022, and 
the central bank seeks to 
cool it to 4% by 2024.

For Santanu Sengupta of  
Goldman Sachs, a growth 
slowdown will be good for 
India, expecting GDP ex-
pansion to ease to 6% next 
fiscal year from about 7.1% 
in the year ending March. 
“That would make the twin 
deficits problems more 
manageable,” he said, re-
ferring to budget and cur-
rent account gaps.

A slower growth in India 
would also be consistent 
with a much deeper global 
slowdown, said Saugata Bh-
attacharya, chief  econo-

mist of  Axis Bank Ltd. “The 
reduced demand will help 
control the current account 
deficit and enable a steeper 
glide path of  inflation.”

Economists in a Bloomb-
erg survey forecast India to 
expand at 7% this fiscal 
year ending March, before 
slowing to 6.1% the year 

after. Inflation is also fore-
cast to ease to 5.1% in the 
FY to March 2024 from 6.7% 
in the current fiscal year.

“The key issue is that In-

dia’s widening growth dif-
ferentials relative to rest of  
the world is double edged, 
as it brings risks of  a larg-
er external deficit with it,” 
said Barclays’s Bajoria. 
The Indian economy is in a 
better shape than most oth-
er large economies, but its 
momentum will be affected 
by the global slowdown, 
said Niranjan Rajadhyak-
sha, CEO of  Artha India, an 
economic research firm. 
“Given the current levels of  
inflation, trade deficit and 
fiscal deficit, it would be 
better to consolidate for 
now rather than push for 
extra growth by stimulat-
ing domestic demand.”

MAJOR  
HIGHLIGHTS
	z India’s annual economic 
growth is forecast to slow 
to about 6% for a few years, 
according to economists 
including from Goldman 
Sachs Group Inc. and 
Barclays Plc.. And they say 
that’s not such a bad thing

	z Gross domestic product 
expansion at about 6% is a 
sweet spot for India

S&P cuts India’s 
growth forecast by 30 
bps to 7% for FY23

New Delhi (PTI): S&P 
Global Ratings on Monday 
cut India’s economic 
growth forecast for cur-
rent fiscal year to 7%, but 
said the domestic demand-
led economy will be less 
impacted by the global 
slowdown.

S&P had in September 
projected the Indian econo-
my to grow 7.3% in 2022-23 
and 6.5% in next fiscal year 
(2023-24).

“The global slowdown 
will have less impact on do-
mestic demand-led econo-
mies such as India... India’s 
output will expand 7% in 
fiscal year 2022-2023 and 
6% in next fiscal year,” S&P 
Global Ratings Asia-Pacif-
ic chief  economist Louis 
Kuijs said.

The Indian economy 
grew 8.5% in 2021. In its 
quarterly economic update 
for Asia-Pacific, S&P said 
in some countries the do-
mestic demand recovery 
from COVID has further to 
go and this should support 
growth next year in India.

It projected inflation to 

average 6.8% in current fis-
cal year and RBI’s bench-
mark interest rate to rise to 
6.25% by March 2023. To 
control price rise, RBI has 
already hiked interest rate 
by 1.9 percentage points to 
a 3-year high of  5.9%.

BANKS TO SEE 
STRONG LOAN 
GROWTH DESPITE 
HIGHER RATES
New Delhi (PTI): Fitch Ratings 
on Monday said India’s bank 
credit will see strong growth in 
current financial year despite 
effects of higher interest rates. 
It said the strong loan growth 
should benefit net revenue, 
particularly as it will be coupled 
with wider net interest margins. 
“We see bank credit expanding 
by around 13% in FY23, up from 
11.5% in FY22. The acceleration 
will be driven by the normalisa-
tion of economic activity after 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
high nominal GDP growth, which 
we expect to boost demand for 
retail and working-capital loans,” 
Fitch said. Fitch forecasts India’s 
real GDP growth at 7% in 2022-
23. It said Indian banks gener-
ally remain open to additional 
capital-raising to fund growth, 
despite the rise in rates.

Bank credit grows 
to 17.2 per cent in 
September quarter
Mumbai (PTI): Bank cred-
it growth improved to 
17.2% in the Sept quarter 
2022 from 7% in the year-
ago period, reflecting pick-
up in economic activities.

Bank credit growth im-
proved further to 17.2% 
(year-on-year) in Septem-
ber 2022 from 14.2% a quar-
ter ago and 7% a year ago, 
it said. 

Aggregate deposits 
growth (y-o-y), which re-
mained in the close range 
of  9.5-10.2% since June 
2021, stood at 9.8% in Sep-
tember 2022. Since Decem-
ber 2020, bank branches in 
metropolitan centres have 
been recording higher an-
nual growth than those in 
rural, semi-urban and  
urban areas.

Centre confident of meeting fiscal 
deficit target for FY23: Report
First India Bureau

New Delhi: On the back of  
healthy revenues, the Cen-
tre expects to meet or even 
do better than the fiscal 
deficit target of  the cur-
rent FY23. According to 
report, a higher nominal 
GDP growth and under-
utilisation of  funds by sev-
eral ministries will pro-
vide the government with 
the required cushion. The 
fiscal deficit target for FY 
23 has been pegged at 6.4%.

The report added that 
the Centre expects the 
gross tax revenue to be “at 
least” `3-3.5 trillion above 
the FY23 target of  ̀ 27.6 tril-
lion. “We are confident that 
we will meet the fiscal defi-

cit target...It could even be 
better in percentage 
terms,” an official said.

Both direct and indirect 
tax collections have been 
robust in FY23. The GST 
collection was over `1.51 
trillion in October. 

The direct tax collection 
in FY23, till November 10, 

was `10.54 trillion, 30.69% 
higher than the same peri-
od in FY22.

The central excise collec-
tions, however, have been 
muted due to the tax cuts 
amid high inflation. The 
`65,000 crore disinvestment 
target for FY23 is also un-
likely to be met. 

GOOD  
COLLECTIONS 
	z Both direct and indirect tax 
collections have been robust 
in FY23. The GST collection 
was over `1.51 tn in Oct. It 
was the second-highest GST 
collection ever.  The direct 
tax collection in FY23, till 
Nov10, was `10.54 trillion

MARKETS HIT FRESH ALL-TIME 
HIGH; RALLY FOR FIFTH DAY 
Mumbai (PTI): Bench-
mark indices ended at fresh 
lifetime highs on Monday 
amid foreign fund inflows, 
a decline in crude oil prices 
and buying in index major 
Reliance Industries.

Rallying for the fifth day 
in a row, the 30-share BSE 
Sensex climbed 211.16 
points or 0.34% to settle at 
62,504.80, its fresh record 
closing high. During the 
day, it jumped 407.76 points 
or 0.65% to its lifetime in-
tra-day peak of  62,701.40.

The broader NSE Nifty 
gained 50 points or 0.27% to 
end at 18,562.75, its record 
closing high.

Among the Sensex pack, 
Reliance Industries jumped 
the most by 3.48%.

RUPEE RISES 5 PAISE 
TO CLOSE AT 81.66 
AGAINST US DOLLAR
Mumbai (PTI): The rupee 
climbed 5 paise to close at 81.66 
(provisional) against the US 
dollar on Monday as lower crude 
prices in and a firm trend in 
domestic equities boosted inves-
tor sentiment. At the interbank 
foreign exchange market, the 
local unit opened weak at 81.81 
and touched an intra-day high of 
81.61 and a low of 81.83 against 
the greenback. It finally settled 
at 81.66, registering a rise of 5 
paise over its previous close.

Airtel to upskill 20K staff as 5G era begins
First India Bureau

New Delhi: India’s pre-
mier communications so-
lutions provider, Bharti 
Airtel is investing in up-
skilling its workforce for 
the 5G rollout. 

The programmes be-
neath the 5G Academy and 
the IP (web protocol) Acad-
emy initiatives. The pro-
grams are provided based 
mostly on ability and eligi-
bility degree freed from 
price. Amrita Padda, chief  
individuals officer, Bharti 
Airtel said, “Nearly 20,000 
professionals within the 
Airtel ecosystem have 

been educated within the 
fundamentals of  IP know-
how in preparation for the 
5G rollout.”

“This is our way of  in-
vesting in the workforce for 
the future,” Amrita added.

The academies supply 
fundamental and superior 
degree ability programmes 
throughout features. 

Airtel has checked out 
the gaps in the workforce. 
The company is looking 

forward to upskilling the 
current workers. Earlier, 
Airtel announced that it 
has signed 5G network 
agreements with Ericsson, 
Nokia, and Samsung to 
commence 5G deployment.

KEEPING THE FUTURE IN MIND

EDUCATION  
FOR ROLLOUT 
	z Acc to chief individuals 
officer of Bharti Airtel, 
Amrita Padda, nearly 
20,000 professionals 
within the Airtel ecosystem 
have been educated within 
the fundamentals of IP 
know-how in preparation 
for the 5G rollout
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Rajendra Chhabra

Jaipur: The team of  
Minister BD Kalla and 
ACS PK Goyal, in the 
Education Department, 
are doing a wonderful 
job in the department. 
This team is a shining 
example of  understand-
ing, coordination and 
mutual trust between 
minister and ACS. A ma-
jor reason for this is the 
familial and personal 
relations as well.

Since the time the 
team of  Kalla-Goyal has 
taken over the reins of  

education, major devel-
opments have occurred 
in the field. Their pro-
gram ‘Rajasthan mein 
shiksha ke badhte kad-
am’, started to bring 
back the enrolment of  
students who fell out of  
school during corona 
times has been recorded 
in the World Book of  Re-
cords. Only last week, a 
certificate was given to 
minister BD Kalla and 
ACS Pawan Kumar Goy-
al in this regard.

Also, with improve-
ment in infrastructure 
and basic facilities in 

schools across the state, 
rajasthan is now at LEV-
EL-2 of  performance 
grading index (PGI) to 
assess school education 
with a score of  903. This 
is likely the first time 
that Rajasthan has 
reached LEVEL-2 in the 
PGI report. The index 
was released by the Min-
istery of  Education this 
month and LEVEL-2 is 
the highest rating in the 
latest report.

“In the coming years, 
this ranking might im-
prove further as now 
our focus is on basics of  

education in children,” 
PK Goyal told First In-
dia. With minister Kal-
la’s regular appeals to 
philanthropists, a re-
markable infrastruc-
ture development has 

been made possible 
within one year itself.

Under the Kalla-Goyal 
team, the Education de-
partment has undertak-
en several worthy activi-
ties. Students from class-

es 1-8th are being given 
free uniforms and under 
the Balgopal scheme, 
milk is being provided to 
children twice a week. 
To promote digital edu-
cation, TVs, set-up boxes 
and internet facilities 
are being provided in 
schools while to promote 
girl child education, 
scooty and cycles are be-
ing distributed free of  
cost and Gargi award 
and ‘hamari betiyan’ 
schemes are being run.

A major focus has 
been put on teachers as 
well and several pro-

grammes have been run 
to better the service con-
ditions. What is most 
important is the fact that 
there has not been any 
controversy in teacher 
transfers and a major 
reason for that is the co-
ordination and under-
standing between the 
minister and ACS.

It is widely known 
that the relationship be-
tween the previous min-
ister and secretaries 
were not cordial and the 
minister had got two 
secretaries transferred 
as a result of  which the 

work of  the department 
suffered. officials in the 
department reveal that 
quick disposal of  files 
at the level of  the min-
ister and marathon 
monitoring of  day to 
day works of  the de-
partment at the level of  
ACS, has resulted in the 
expected betterment of  
the department.

ACS PK Goyal, in the 
past, has handled vari-
ous positions in the 
Education department 
and his experience is 
now proving to be 
worthwhile.

HOW UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN MINISTER KALLA & ACS GOYAL 
WORKED TO TURN AROUND THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

EK AUR EK GYARAH

GEHLOT PUTS FORTH RAJ MODEL 
TO GARNER VOTES IN GUJARAT

Shiv Prakash Purohit

Mehsana: Chief  Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot, who 
was on Mission Gujarat 
tour for the last 4 days, 
on Monday addressed a 
public meeting in sup-
port of  Congress candi-
dates in Mehsana, while 
Congress national pres-
ident Malikarjun 
Kharge also held public 
meetings in favour of  
Congress candidates at 
many places and ap-
pealed to make Con-
gress win in the assem-
bly elections.

During the Gujarat 
tour, Gehlot addressed 
the general meeting and 
said that he has had a 
long association with 
Gujarat and has been 
visiting the state contin-
uously. “Rahul Gandhi 
had given instructions to 

prepare the manifesto of  
the Congress after tak-
ing opinion from the 
general public. The pub-
lic manifesto prepared 
by the Congress will be 
given the form of  a gov-
ernment document as 
soon as the government 
is formed. I started this 
tradition 22 years ago 
when I became the 
Chief  Minister of  Ra-
jasthan for the first 
time,” Gehlot said.

Naresh Sharma 

Jaipur: Despite several 
efforts, Rajasthan is not 
able to improve the 
ranking much in Jal Jee-
van Mission, a campaign 
to provide tap water to 
every household. Ra-
jasthan is still at num-
ber 30 among the States 
and Union Territories in 
the country. Although 
Water Supply Minister 
Mahesh Joshi is contin-
uously monitoring, but 
the slowness of  the offi-
cials at the lower level 
has slowed down the 
pace of  the campaign.

Under the JJM, 50.07 
per cent rural house-
holds in the country 
have got tap connec-
tions. In less than three 
years, the figure of  Har 
Ghar Jal reached 9.57 
crore from 3.23 crore. 
Now more than 50 per-
cent rural households 
in the country have tap 
connection.

Sanjay Prajapat 

Sardarshahar: Ex-
pressing displeasure 
with the state-level 
leaders of  the BJP, For-
mer Minister Devi Sin-
gh Bhati has jumped 
into the Sardarshahar 
by-election. Talking to 
First India, Bhati indi-
cated to join the Rash-
triya Loktantrik Party 
and might share stage 
with Hanuman Beni-
wal soon. 

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Rajasthan 
Governor Kalraj 
Mishra has returned 
separate Bills for three 
proposed private uni-
versities — Dunes Uni-
versity, Jodhpur, Vyas 
Vidya Peeth University, 
Jodhpur and Saurabh 
University, Hindaun 
City, Karauli — passed 
by the Rajasthan As-
sembly. He also asked 
the Government to re-
examine the Bills.

Mishra has returned 
these Bills of  proposed 

private universities in 
pursuance of  Article 
200 of  the Constitution 
and its provision, due 
to non-completion of  
the process under the 
prescribed rules, an of-
ficial statement said.

In the statement, the 
Governor said that it  
is clear from looking  
at his papers that the 
proposed private uni-
versities are being  
established without  
following the pre-
scribed rules of  land 
and buildings. There 
seems to be a direct loss 

to the revenue of  the 
state as well.

He has also objected 
to the courses being 
run without land con-
version, and buildings.

Mishra has also writ-
ten a separate letter to 

Chief  Minister Ashok 
Gehlot. In this, it has 
been mentioned that 
the proposed private 
universities have  
not completed the pro-
cess of  building and 
land and conducting 
courses under the pre-
scribed rules.

He has also given in-
structions to conduct a 
detailed inquiry into 
the shortcomings of  
private universities by 
constituting a high-
level committee of  di-
visional and revenue 
officers.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Chief  Secre-
tary Usha Sharma has 
given an ultimatum of  
three months to settle 
forest rights cases. She 
was presiding over a 
meeting at the secre-
tariat and instructed 
the collectors to ensure 
that information is giv-
en to the applicants in 
the cases of  cancella-
tion of  forest rights in 
compliance with the 
directions of  the Su-
preme Court. Besides, 

she instructed them to 
review all the cancelled 
cases at the subdivi-
sion and district level.

Until October 31, 
2022, a total of  one lakh 
13 thousand 899 claims 
were received.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Minister Pratap 
Singh Khachariyawas 
met Mahesh Joshi at the 
latter’s residence for 
about 1.5 hours on Mon-
day evening. Both the 
leaders were at logger-
heads a few days ago.

They held discussions 
regarding formation of  
committees in Jaipur 
Municipal Corporation 
Heritage. The council-
lors had warned to com-

plain about the city 
MLAs to the CM. After 
this the MLAs of  Jaipur 
came into action and 
mutual consultations 
began. The decision can 
be taken on formation 
of  committees soon.

First India Bureau 

Bikaner: The joint 
military exercise be-
tween armies of  Aus-
tralia and India ‘Austra 
Hind-22’ began on Mon-
day with a focus on 
peacekeeping opera-
tions under the UN 
mandate. The bilateral 
training exercise being 
held at Rajasthan’s Ma-
hajan Field Firing 
Ranges will end on De-

cember 11, the Minis-
try of  Defence said.

This year’s edition is 
the first exercise in the 
series of  Austra Hind 

and will see all arms 
and service contingents 
participating from both 
armies. The Australian 
Army is represented by 

its 2nd Division’s 13th 
Brigade while the Indi-
an Army is represented 
by the Dogra Regiment.

“This exercise will 
enable the two armies 
to share best practices 
in tactics, techniques, 
and procedures for 
conducting tactical 
operations at Compa-
ny and Platoon level 
for neutralising hos-
tile threats,” the Min-
istry added.

Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot addresses the crowd as Mallikarjun Kharge and other leaders look on, in Gujarat on Monday.

Chief Secretary Usha Sharma inaugurates book ‘Aise bante hain 
RAS officer’ written by Dr Bhagchand Baghal, in Jaipur on Monday.

Kharge holds public 
meets in support of 
Cong candidates in 
poll-bound State

GEHLOT TO LAUNCH BAL GOPAL 
YOJANA AT CM HOUSE TODAY

VENUGOPAL TO REACH JAIPUR 
TODAY, HOLD MEETING AT PCC

Jaipur: Five months after the com-
mencement of the academic session, 
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot will launch 
Mukhyamantri Bal Gopal Yojana and 
Free Uniform Distribution Scheme 
at the chief minister’s residence on 
November 29. On the other hand, under 
the Free Uniform Distribution Scheme, 
all the students studying in govern-
ment schools from class I to VIII will be 
given sets of uniforms free of cost and 
Rs 200 for stitching will be deposited 
directly to bank account.

Jaipur: With the visit of Congress General 
Secretary KC Venugopal to Jaipur on Nov 

29, the leader is expected to 
arrive with a panacea to the 
ongoing political crisis in 
the State Congress, sources 
said on Friday.  Venugopal 
is expected to come with 
a message from the high 

command. Venugopal will hold a meeting 
in the State Congress War Room with CM 
Gehlot, Govind Singh Dotasra, Sachin Pilot, 
Ramlal Jat, PS Khachariawas and others.

State Govt asked for re-examination
CS directs officials to settle 
forest rights cases in 3 mths

Khachariyawas, Joshi 
meet over JMCH panels

Austra Hind-22: First India-Australia 
bilateral military exercise commences

Lacklustre Raj 
ranks 30th in 
Centre’s Jal 
Jeevan Mission

Bhati upset with 
State BJP, hints 
at joining RLD

India-Australia military personnel during the joint exercise.

Jaipur (PTI): Ahead 
of  Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi’s ‘Bharat 
Jodo Yatra’ in Ra-
jasthan, a committee 
comprising three 
State Ministers on 
Monday held talks 
with a delegation from 
Gurjar community to 
address their demands 
related to reservation 
and other issues.

The minister as-
sured them that the 
government will look 
into their charter of  
demands and asked 
them to attend anoth-
er round of  meeting 
on Tuesday.

Five communities 
under Most Backward 
Classes, including 
Gurjars, have been de-
manding a resolution 
to the problems faced 
in getting a five per 
cent quota in jobs and 

educational institu-
tions, scholarships, 
promotion-related is-
sues in jobs, budget 
for Devnarayan Board 
constituted for wel-
fare of  these commu-
nities and withdrawal 
of  police cases against 

the protestors during 
the Gurjar agitation.

“A consensus has 
been reached on most 
of  the demands, but a 
final decision will be 
taken after a meeting 
with the officials,” 
Kalla told reporters.

DIALOGUE WITH GURJARS 
SCHEDULED FOR ROUND 2

BD Kalla, Rajendra Yadav, Ashok Chandna, Joginder Awana 
meet Gurjar representatives at State Secretariat on Monday.

Consensus 
reached on most 
of the demands, 
says BD Kalla

KHACHARIYAWAS TERMS GEHLOT-PILOT 
DISPUTE AN ‘INTERNAL MATTER’
Jaipur: Days after Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot called his 
former deputy Sachin Pilot a “traitor”, Minister Pratap 
Singh Khachariyawas on Monday termed in an “internal 
matter” and said that the party leaders will put up a 
united front during the Bharat Jodo Yatra in the State. 
“The competition among the leaders and the ongoing 
conflict is our internal matter. The more the competition, 
the more will it strengthen the party,” he said.

GUV RETURNS BILLS FOR 3 PROPOSED PVT UNIVERSITIES

Governor Kalraj Mishra

BD Kalla PK Goyal

Pratap Singh 
Khachariyawas

Dr Mahesh 
Joshi
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he punchline of  
our program this 
time is ‘Modi all 
the way’. What 
exactly is meant 
by that?

Dr Jagdeesh Chandra: The 
meaning is crystal clear, clean 
sweep in Gujarat led by PM Nar-
endra Modi. The basic reason for 
it is that Congress gets about 40% 
votes every time, be it 2017 or even 
prior to that. But this time, that 
vote bank will get divided into 
three parties. Congress will get its 
share, but then voters will be di-
vided between AAP and Owaisi 
(AIMIM). Thus the result is clear, 
it will be Modi’s clean sweep. 
Therefore, he recently said, also 
to honour his CM, that last time 
the record that he (PM Modi) cre-
ated, will be destroyed by CM 
Bhupendra Patel. Amit Shah said 
they will break all records. Look 
at the confidence of  state BJP 
chief  CR Patil, he said he has told 
82 lakh BJP workers that it will be 
their responsibility to take fifteen 
voters to booth. This means a 
whopping 3.5 crore voters will 
vote for BJP. Even if  we take a 
modest turnout, the voters would 
still be around 2.5 crores. Drawing 
from this, he has said that of  less 
than 130 seats fall in BJP’s kitty, 
he will leave politics. He then, out 
of  satire, said that if  BJP gets less 
than 99 seats, he will commit sui-
cide. The reason why I mention 
this to look at BJP’s confidence. 
Moreover, another reason for con-
fidence is that this time around 
there is no patidar agitation, and 
majority of  Patidar votes are go-
ing to go with BJP. Thus our 
punchline is self  explanatory — 
Modi all the way. If  we want, we 
can end the entire Gujarat elec-
tion analysis through this punch-
line — Modi all the way.

So this means that BJP is 
forming govt in Gujarat?
Of  course. BJP is definitely going 
to form govt but what remains to 
be seen is that in 2002, Narendra 
Modi had formed govt with 127 
seats, prior to that once Congress 
had formed govt long back with 
149 seats, but Modi’s own record 
is of  127 and in a manner, Modi is 
now going to break his own re-
cord and although he gives the 
credit of  this to CM, that is a sepa-
rate issue. Hence it is clear that 
BJP will form govt and it will be 
a clean sweep with a huge 
majority hence if  the party 
crosses 127, it would not be 
surprising. 

Most of  the 
news channels 
have claimed 
numbers between 
118 to 135. It may 
be a clean sweep, but what 
does your own analysis say 
how many seats will BJP 
win?
As far as estimating the number 
of  seats is concerned, all news 
channels and pandits have given 
various numbers. We do not tow 
that line, rather we go by the say-
ing of  a numerologist Kumar 
Ganesh from Jaipur, whose esti-
mation is most of  the times cor-
rect. His success rate is 87%. For 
the three elections in Gujarat, 
what ever he said came to be. He 
estimates that BJP will get 97-107 
seats and Congress will get  66-76 
seats. And he has given 9 seats to 
AAP and all other parties. But 
barring this one estimation, all 
other estimates by trade pandits, 
political analysts and even news 
channels, claim that BJP will 
cross the 127 seat mark. Only 
time will tell whose estimation 
was right and the probability of  
estimates of  other channels etc 
seems to be more than the esti-
mate by the numerologist. 

Who do you think will be 
next BJP Chief  Minister in 
Gujarat?
Although Amit Shah has an-
nounced publicly on record that 
CM (Bhupendra Patel) will re-
main CM. But it can not be said 
for certain when Narendra Modi 
and Amit Shah may change the 

decision keeping in view the pub-
lic’s opinion and feedback from 
grassroot. But if  due to some un-
foreseen reasons, Bhupendra Pa-
tel does not become the Chief  
Minister, then CR Patil seems the 
number one contender, who will 
virtually be PM’s nominee in Gu-
jarat. So it could be that he may 
become CM. But do you remem-
ber how the Chief  Minister was 
selected last time around? So 
Narendra Modi and Amit Shah 
have their own style of  function-
ing. When the observers came 
here, the envelope containing 
name of  CM was opened five min-
utes before the announcement 
was made and the name was of  
Bhupendra Patel. The observers 

tried to find him in the crowd 
of  MLAs and he was found 
sitting in one corner of  the 
stage. He was requested to 
come in the front row but 

he declined saying 
he was alright seat-
ed behind. But on 
second request, he 
came in the front. 

And within three minutes of  
opening of  the envelope, he be-
came CM. So the party which has 
a style of  giving surprises and 
catching its leaders unaware, so 
for such a leadership, it can not be 
said for certain if  Bhupendra Pa-
tel’s horoscope and Amit Shah’s 
announcement will match. But 
definitely the CM will be a nomi-
nee of  the high command. 

 If  we talk about the past 
thirty years, it is for the first 
time that there is a three way 
contest, and the third front 
has never been successful. But 
what will the effect of  this 
three way contest on BJP?
There will be no effect on BJP. The 
party, rather, is a beneficiary. Like I 
said, the three way contest is for the 
40% vote share, which earlier used 
to go to Cong. So the votes would be 
divided, some may get 20, some 
may get 15. So BJP is not a loser 
here, it is only going to gain from it.

How effective would Con-
gress be in this contest?
See, in this election, Congress 
has to loose. If  the 40% share that 
traditionally went with Congress 
gets divided, it is going to loose. 
Now the possibility is, according 
to numerologist Kumar Ganesh, 
that Congress can get 66-76 seats, 
but this is an exception as far as 
estimates are concerned. If  that 

estimate is looked upon, then 
may be Congress would get some 
traction, otherwise Congress is a 
looser in this election, along with 
all other parties. The only gainer 
is BJP and Narendra Modi. 

What will be the effect of  
Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo 
Yatra on Gujarat elections?
The Yatra does not have any ma-
jor effect on Gujarat elections but 
yes some morale building defi-
nitely happens of  the workers. 
Rahul, who used to appear aloof  
and silent, whom people had 
started referring to as a child, but 
now he has started to appear ma-
ture and sincere. The extended 
moral influence of  that will be 
carries in Gujarat and he has car-
ried out two rallies in Surat and 
Rajkot. Those were good rallies 
and Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot 
was with him. But those were 
ceremonial rallies as there was 
normal presence of  crowd, it did 
not have extraordinary number 
of  people. Moreover, indications 
are that he will not come to Guja-
rat in the Bharat Jodo Yatra. So 
the moral influence that he may 
have gained through the Yatra 
will be negated by AAP and 
Owaisi’s party (AIMIM). 

 Is it true that Rahul’s 
Bharat Jodo Yatra has creat-
ed some worry in the BJP top 
brass?
No there is no worry, but a slight 
concern. And that too is because 
of  the reason that Narendra 
Modi and Amit Shah are always 
in the know-how of  ground reali-
ties. Their feedback system is 
exemplary and they do not de-
pend on government agencies 
like IB etc. They have their own 
means. So they have felt that Con-
gress has gained a little morale 
and the Congress’ graph in south 
India has increased, so they are 
concerned. Because they do not 
want to loose any election and 
they contest each election with a 
sense of  personal reputation be-
ing at stake. So even if  a little 
morale is built, they will take one 
or the other steps. So they are not 
worried, but are concerned. 

But if  BJP is going to clean 
sweep in Gujarat, then why 
this concern?
This concern is basically of  2024, 
and secondly they want to win 
each election. Gujarat is just one 
part of  that and next year they 

have to win three more elections 
i.e. Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh 
and Chhatisgarh in 2023 and then 
there will be 2024 general elec-
tions. So this concern of  theirs is 
regarding 2024, that perhaps 
some clime is created in opposi-
tion party’s favour that may per-
haps dent their chances. They 
rule under the ‘ek chhatra’ man-
date and that is why they said 
Congress-mukt Bharat and are 
almost in that place now. So they 
keep strategizing on how to ad-
dress that concern of  theirs. 

What effect will the three 
way contest have on the Aam 
Aadmi Party?
The tragedy of  AAP is that they 
taxi in a great way but crash on 
the runway. Although they amass 
votes, but fail to get a result. In 
whatever constituencies they go, 
they get good fifteen or sixteen 
thousand votes, but they fail to 
convert that into victory. As far 
as news channels are concerned, 
majority of  them have claimed 
15-20 seats, but our numerologist 
has stressed that all others would 
get a total of  nine seats, except 
BJP and Congress. So these other 
parties can look into their own 
share in those nine seats. So I per-
sonally do not feel that AAP 
would make a major impact in 
Gujarat and they may take 5-6 
seats, but i genuinely do not 
think AAP would go beyond that 
number.

Will AAP make a break-
through in this election?
Breakthrough would have hap-
pened if  they would have repeat-
ed the victories of  Punjab and 
Delhi. Such a breakthrough, or 
sweep, I don’t see it presently. I 
have been associated with Guja-
rat for 12 years, and I don’t think 
AAP is going to change the stakes 
here. Just that AAP will open its 
account here, that’s all. 

Why is the entire electoral 
campaign of  BJP focussed on 
Narendra Modi?
He is the only hero. He is all in 
one. Narendra Modi alone has 
the best crowd pulling capacity 
in BJP. He is numero uno in that 
sense too. Amit Shah, Modi’s 
most trusted ally and his lieuten-
ant, comes at number two. As far 
as crowd puller is concerned, 
across the nation, it is Narendra 
Modi. Hence BJP has put all its 
stake on him. And he is the per-
son who, if  you notice, has taken 
BJP from state to state. Just look 
for yourself  how many states did 
BJP had its government and look 
at how many states it has govern-
ments now. 

Political circles are abuzz 
with the word that this time 
around Narendra Modi is 
campaigning as if  he himself  
is CM and that he is contesting 
assembly election for himself. 
What do you think of this?
That is absolutely correct. he is 
definitely campaigning this elec-
tion as if  he has to contest Guja-
rat assembly election. This is his 
commitment towards Gujarat. 
He understands the relevance of  
Gujarat that even if  he wins 
across the nation, but looses in 
Gujarat, it will be extremely em-
barrassing for the leadership. So 
he has a moral commitment. He 
has a commitment towards the 
party also and he does not want 
to loose any election and this is 
his strategy. This time he has 
made himself  the face of  elec-
tion, and although Modi is the 
electoral face across the nation, 
but, here in Gujarat, he is the real 
face and it seems that he is con-
testing the election single-hand-
edly. So I agree with your assess-
ment that in spite of  being PM, 
Modi, carrying forward his com-
mitment to the party, is cam-
paigning like CM and campaign-
ing from one city to another.

TO BE CONTINUED...

CAN’T LOSE GUJARAT, SO PM 
MODI CAMPAIGNS LIKE A CHIEF 

MINISTER: Dr CHANDRA

During the show 
#Modialltheway

trended top All-India 
on Twitter

MODI ALL THE WAY

Dr Jagdeesh Chandra in interaction with (L to R)  Aditi Sharma, Manish Desai, Kshama Tripathi, Amit Mishra, 
Shweta Raje, Aditi Nagar, Poornima Mushra, Astha Khandelwal and Pooja Yadav during The JC Show.

T

Dr Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO and Editor-in-Chief 
of Bharat24-Vision of New India and First 

India; CMD First India News gives an in-depth 
and detailed explanation on ‘MODI ALL THE 

WAY’, how Modi is synonymous with victory for 
BJP, how BJP is going to clean sweep the Gujarat 

assembly election and why is Modi working 
tirelessly in assembly election like any other CM. 
Dr Chandra also threw light on the impact other 

parties would have on the electoral space and 
how Congress will come out a loser as AAP and 

AIMIM will dent its vote bank as BJP’s vote 
bank will remain secured. Excerpts… (Part-I)

Dr Jagdeesh Chandra 
in front of The Statue of Unity 

during The JC Show.



fter the succes-
ful season 12 of  
First India pre-
sents Fashion 
Connect and 
designers em-
bracing old-

school glamour in India, 
seems like the fashion 
police made the next 
stop in London in order 
to bombard our social 
media with the latest tea 
on what’s popping in the 
domain of  style. Yes, 
you guessed it right, 
you’re about to have in-
side access to some of  
the ‘can’t miss’ mo-
ments at the First India 
Fashion Connect Sea-
son 13, in association 
with India Fashion 
Week London, held at 
Novotel London Ham-
mersmith, London on 
November 20.

Khadi, a versatile fab-

ric which on washing is 
more enhanced, show-
casing the weaving art 
of  Rajasthan in imbib-
ing the innovative Kha-
di fabric including 
Houndstooth and Plaid 
Patterns, amalgamating 
the Indian Khadi with 
Victorian Era, re-
nowned Fashion De-
signer Farha Ansari 
presented the Fall/Win-
ter collection at India 
Fashion Week.

S.E.W.A, Society for 
Empowerment of  Wom-
en Artisans where the 
talented weavers of  
Jaisalmer, Barmer and 
Chomu have created the 
fabric which is in sync 
with the environmental 
friendly requirements 
of  being eco-friendly 
and sustainable. Khadi 
which once became a 
symbol of  freedom 
struggle is helping 
many artisans which 
believe in creating natu-
ral and body friendly 
fabrics by using natural 
dyes and hand woven 
techniques, this also 
places it in a fabric 
which leaves minimal 
carbon footprint. In an 
era where Make in In-

dia, Eco-friendly, 
sustainable, tradi-
tional art, saving 
the art of  Handi-
crafts are the demand 
of  the times, Khadi is 
one answer to all. 
S.E.W.A helps and em-
power women artisans 
to generate much need-
ed household income to 
rural Indian communi-
ties. Taking inspiration 
from Modern Women 
who are equally respon-
sible citizens, Farah 
Ansari showcased and 
designed the garments 
which are modern yet 
traditional forms of  
fabric, from here 
comes the collection 
BUNAI which was 
highly appreciated 
and got accolades.

Students from 
Poddar Interna-
tional College Pri-
ya Rana, Charul 
Verma, Rajul 
Jain, also con-
tributed in the 
conceptualiza-
tion and imple-
mentation of  
the designs 
showcased 
at IFW, 
London.
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KHADI: A CLOTH 
AND BEYOND...
Supermodels dazzled on the ramp exhibiting ravishing 
Fall/Winter collection by Fashion Designer Farha 
Ansari, mesmerizing the audience as they showcased 
the intricate designs at the First India Fashion 
Connect Season 13 held at Novotel London 
Hammersmith on November 20! 

MITALI DUSAD
mitalidusad01@gmail.com

A

FASHION CONNECT SEASON 13 x
INDIA FASHION WEEK LONDON

Farha Ansari walks
the ramp with ravishing models

Samant Chauhan and Manny Singh felicitating Farha Ansari with others
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LEO
JULY 24 - AUGUST 23

Family will be most 
supportive, when it really 
matters for you. Some of 
you may add to your list of 

properties by booking a new one. It is 
good day to confess your love as 
stars appear favourable for positive 
reply. A long drive is likely to help you 
get over mental tiredness.

LIBRA 
SEPT 24 - OCTOBER 22

Distant relatives may drop 
in for a surprise visit.  On 
professional front, 
recognition for good work 

would motivate you to work harder. 
Those awaiting an affi rmation on 
romantic front are likely to get lucky 
today, as partner responds 
positively.

ARIES
MAR 21 - APR 20

Health tips from an expert 
will enable you to get 
closer to your fi tness 
goals.  Using your initiative 

at work will be much appreciated.  
You may get a chance to pursue old 
hobby. Your generous behavior 
would enable to enjoy some lovely 
moments with family.

SAGITTARIUS 
NOV 23 - DEC 22

It’s a very good day to take 
calculated risks in fi nancial 
matters. Your efforts on the 
professional front will be 

recognised. Opting for some healthy 
choices will ensure you remain in 
perfect health. You will feel contented 
on the family front. Today you will 
enjoy the trust of senior management.

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 21

Following a health diet will 
be a good idea. Luck 
favours you today on the 
professional front. 

Focussing on health now will help 
you in keeping physically fi t. Clarity 
of mind will help you forge ahead on 
the academic front.Frustration on the 
romantic front is possible.

AQUARIUS
JAN 21 - FEB 19

A friend may motivate you to 
take up a healthy activity. 
Parents may appear more 
than happy with what you 

deliver. Plans for overseas travel are 
likely to materialise. You are likely to 
get clearance or approval for your 
construction plans. You fi nd things 
moving in the way you want them.

TAURUS
APR 21 - MAY 20

Despite hectic schedule 
you will manage to fi nd 
time for family. Seek the 
opinion of your family 

before fi nalizing a property deal. Your 
bold initiatives on romantic front 
bring back passion and spark in 
romantic relationship.Overall health 
remains fi ne.

CAPRICORN
DEC 23 - JAN 20

You will succeed in 
resolving misunderstand-
ing with family members, 
normalizing ties. Despite 

your misgivings, you retain good 
health. You will do much to bring 
peace at home. You will remain much 
in demand on social front. Some of 
you can get romantically involved.

VIRGO
AUG 24 - SEP 23

Avoid raising controversial 
issues at home to maintain 
harmony. Successful 
implementation of new 

ideas and projects would add to your 
prestige on the professional front. It 
is a wonderful day to build new 
connections. Your relationship 
requires you to be tactful.

CANCER
JUNE 22 - JULY 23

Your intuition will save you 
from a tricky spot today. 
Yoga would help in raising 
energy levels and improve 

your metabolism. You will manage to 
achieve your aim through travel. This 
is a great  time on the academic 
front, when you mange to render 
your best.

PISCES
FEB20 - MARCH 20

Gifting something to your 
beloved is likely to make 
the day memorable. 
Matrimonial match for 

siblings will bring happiness for 
entire family. You will get a good 
price for your property. Those 
awaiting results are assured of 
succeeding with fl ying colours. 

SCORPIO
OCT 23 - NOVEMBER 22

Happiness in the domestic 
sphere will only come with 
a changed mind set. Some 
of you are likely to become 

a part of an overseas offi cial trip. Bet-
ter to consult an expert in fi nancial 
matters before making an invest-
ment. Harsh words may create a rift 
in your romantic relationship.

YOUR 
DAY

Horoscope by 
Saurabbh Sachdeva
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REFLECTIONS – BATTLING OBESITY 
& BODY IMAGE

s Anuja lines 
her immer-
sive eyes with 
kajal, touches 
up her full lips 
with

burgundy, 
and slips on her arch-
framing sandals, a vi-
sion of  feline sensu-
ousness, I, her obese, 
overweight, hysteri-
cally weeping hus-
band, a full-grown 
‘man’ of  forty-two, 
sprawled in an unrav-
elled heap of  my own 
mess, bark from the 
bed, “I have NOTH-
ING, not ONE SINGLE 
thing, that fits me! 
Everyone will laugh at 
my face!”

This beauty and the 
beast routine, a tad dif-
ferent from the fairy 
tale, was my reality, 
and by consequence, 
my wife’s and mine, 
unfairly shared, night-
marish truth, each 
time we were to step 
out in public, a dinner, 

a function, a show, an 
outing. Frantically I’d 
bring down cartons; I 
exaggerate not, car-
tons of  clothes from 

the loft – each one con-
taining a phase-of-life 
– one 46s, another 44s, 
still one more, the 
slim-days, 42s!

Ever since I can re-
member, I struggled 
with my weight. As a 
very young child, I was 
‘fat’. Why? Because my 
overtly-loving Bengali 
nanny, Shanti didi, ex-
pressed her unflinch-
ing love and devotion 
toward me, the ONLY 
way she knew – by 
cooking the criminally 
fattening Mete Curry 
(that’s Liver in Benga-
li) and following that 
up with the copious 
quantities of  the most 

vulgar dessert – 
Malai and Chini. 

Clearly, chini-
kum was a con-

cept alien to 
her.

That she 
l a v i s h e d 
me with 
such un-
bridled cu-
linary sav-
a g e r y 
w a s n ’ t 
what

w o r r i e d 
me, naturally, 

it didn’t, for I 
had no concept 

of  its ongoing, 
real-time manifes-

tation. What didn’t 

worry me either, was 
that I was, ‘healthy’ 
(read countless Indi-
ans’ euphemisms for 
overweight). The an-
noyance was, that 
there were people in 
my immediate uni-
verse, who made fun of  
me!

That is where, pre-
cisely when, it began. 
My life-long conflict, 
complex relationship, 
inextricably toxic dy-
namic, with my own 
body and as a the by-
product, of  my own, 
fast-depleting self-
worth. The emphasis 
that is paid in the 
world to a person’s 
body type, is simply, 
entirely not commen-
surate with how 
healthy that person is, 
with how ‘fit’ that in-
dividual is. Nor 
does it relate in 
any manner, 
to ‘beauty’, 
which also, 
not unlike 
fitness, is 
p r o -
n o u n c e d 
good or 
bad on the 
most bi-
zarre pa-
rameters. It 
is absolutely 
skewed. Why? 
How? We could in-

vestigate, even debate 
those reasons, till the 
owls sleep off. Perhaps, 
in my experience at 
least, it has been a 
combination of  the 
JUDGER’S own frus-
trations &amp; com-
plexes, and what soci-
ety has dictated over 
decades and genera-
tions. You’re too thin, 
you must be ill. You’re 
too fat, there must 
be something 
wrong with 
you. Too 
short, too 
tall, every-
thing is a 
problem!

When I 
think back to 
my own child-
hood, I 

realize that I was very 
happy while I was 
away at boarding 
school. I used to until 
recently, feel that those 
were my glory years, 
when I accomplished a 
great deal. Upon deep-
er introspection 
though, the ugly truth 
reveals itself  like the 
Big Bad Wolf  lying in 
bed, dressed as Little 
Red Riding Hood’s 
Grandma – it was 
Body-Image all that 
while. How? Simple. 

Throughout board-
ing school, perhaps 
because it was a 
number of  
very active 
years, in 
addition to 
being away 
from Shan-
ti didi and 

h e r 
inglorious, glut-

tonous meals; 
I was ‘thin’. 

And hence, 
respected, 
c o n s i d -
ered cool 
even. The 
m o m e n t 
s c h o o l 

drew to an 
end, the 

f r a n t i c 
sports and the 

generally physi-
cally demanding 

lifestyle ceased, and 
back came to the 
weight, in oodles.

It coincided so per-
fectly with the start of  
college that all the con-
fidence and self-worth 
that I’d have liked to 
have had at the cusp of  
a new life at Delhi Uni-
versity, slipped from 
right under my feet, 
like a shag-rug away to 
the cleaners! I was, 
once again, the ‘fat’ 
Kartik from my pre-
teens. The ‘butt’ of  
many jokes, taunts, 

hushed mockery. 
That I’d nev-

er had a 
g i r l -
f r i e n d , 
that I 

wouldn’t 
be able to 

go for a little 
run; all manner of  

assertions were 
made purely based 
on my ‘physicali-
ty’. And it drove 
me entirely over 
the edge.

In a previous 
personal blog, I 

graphically de-
scribed the genesis of  

my awful smoking ad-
diction. To now realize 
that it was in fact THIS 
specific insecurity 
that played a huge role 
in adopting the former 
habit; is eye-opening 
even as I write this! 
The pursuit of  being 
cool, fitting in, belong-
ing, and being accept-
ed, depended, and con-
tinues for millions, on 
how others, and most 
importantly we our-
selves, perceive our 
bodies, and the conclu-
sions we come to, basis 
that.

Years later, in Anuja, 
I might have met a 
partner who genuinely 
couldn’t care two hoots 
about how ‘large’ I am 
(safe for the ‘health’ as-
pect of  being over-
weight); evidenced by 
her dating, marrying, 
and staying with me. 
The sad irony is, even 
she, ‘thin’ and pretty as 
she is, has not been 
able to escape the ire 
and discriminant gaze 
of  JUDGERS who has, 
through her life, la-
belled her, too thin!

Today, bringing up 
our wonderful five-
and-a-half -year-old 
daughter Krisha, I see 
the same judgment and 
pressure. It is woefully 
palpable. To equate a 
girl’s beauty to prin-
cesses from fairy tales 
and boys’ ‘handsome-
ness’ to being strong 
like He the Man (read 
chiselled, ripped, 
built); to me is the most 
reprehensible, damag-
ing, and permanently 
scarring conditioning. 
We are what we are. We 
have grown up, and 
into our early 40s, and 
will continue to battle 
our body-image-de-
mons, best we can. On 
days we will overcome, 
on others, our insecu-
rities might prevail.

As a new, young gen-
eration of  to-be-par-
ents however, there is 
an unmissable oppor-
tunity to understand 
this and take correc-
tive action. To bring up 
a generation of  chil-
dren free of  body bias. 
To be, healthy, fit, and 
happy. To define beau-
ty, on their own, 
through their own 
mind’s eye, and not 
ONLY based on ‘reflec-
tions’!

KARTIK BAJORIA
uttkarsha.shekhar@firstindia.co.in
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A
lia Bhatt 
shares a great 
bond with her 
sister Shaheen 

Bhatt, and the actress 
never hesitates to ex-
press her love for 
Shaheen. Alia and 
Shaheen often feature 
on each other’s Insta-
gram posts, and their 
love-filled captions 

speak volumes about 
their sibling bond 

and the love and 
respect they 

have for each 
other. On 

M o n d a y, 

Shaheen Bhatt is cele-
brating her 34th birth-
day, and Alia Bhatt 
made it special by 
dedicating a lovely 
post to her. She shared 
two pictures from her 
wedding with Ranbir 
Kapoor, which show 
Alia posing with 
Shaheen, and she also 
penned a heartfelt 
note for her sister. 

Sharing the two 

photographs, Alia ex-
pressed her love for 
Shaheen in the cap-
tion. She wrote, “hap-
py birthday to the 
BEST person ever .. 
my sweetie .. my little 
melon smiggle pop I 
love you so much that 
no amount of  cute and 
sweet-sounding words 
will ever be enough 
Okay bye calling you 
in one hour.”  —Agency

I
f  you are tired of  
classic blue denim, 
take denim style up 
a notch with a 

green denim look right 
out of  Deepika’s style 
files in 2022. Deepika’s 
outfit consisted of  Le-
vi's x Deepika Padu-
kone baggy jacket, 
paired with matching 
stone-washed high-
waisted jeans and a 
classic white crew-
neck t-shirt. The ac-
tress managed to ef-
fortlessly slay a head-
to-toe green denim 
look and is serving the 
perfect inspiration to 
go for a coloured den-
im coordinated set. 

M
a l a i k a 
Arora's 
l a t e s t 
l o o k 

successfully 
rocketed the 
sheer trend 

earlier this 
year as well 

when the diva head-
ed to Indian film producer 

Ritesh Sidhwani's party dressed in 
a one-shoulder black strappy and 
shimmery dress. Almost the same 

concept was applied again as the 
49-year-old rocked a mesh floor-
sweeping gown from Hana. This 
entailed noodle straps, a plunging 
neckline, and a thigh-high slit. The 
Aap Jaisa Koi dancer's look was 
styled by Maneka Harisinghani 
who picked out swimsuit bottoms 
in a lighter shade of  green to wrap 
up this look. To take it out for a 
night, you can give it a touch of  
metallic gold just like Malaika's 
Christian Louboutin stilettos.
 —Agency

A
fter playing Haseena 
Parkar, the Godmother 
of  Nagpada in Mum-
bai, Shraddha Kapoor 

has picked yet another brave 
story based on real life. 

Shraddha Kapoor will 
play a Kashmiri girl 
Rukhsana who killed a 
Lashkar-E-Taiba (LeT) 
militant. A source 
close to the versatile 
actress told us, "Mak-
ers of  the film wanted 
someone who would 
look like a 20-year-old 
onscreen to play Rukh-
sana. Shraddha un-
doubtedly will do jus-

tice to the role. And 

hence she has been roped into the 
movie. Shraddha's role in the 
film is completely opposite of  
what she has portrayed in most 
of  her movies." For those who 
don't know about Rukhsana 
Kausar KC, she is a young Kash-
miri girl, who became a celeb 
overnight after she shot dead a 
LeT terrorist and injured another 
at her residence in the Rajouri 
district of  Jammu and Kashmir. 
A group of  terrorists barged into 
Rukhsana's house on the night of  
September 27, 2009. She along 
with her brother over-
powered LeT's Abu Osa-
ma, snatched his AK-47 
and fired at him, kill-
ing him on the spot.  

L
et the best-dressed game be-
gin! While we're still recov-
ering from Katrina Kaif's 
cutesy fringe hairstyle, 

there's something new already to 
talk about. 

Her desi look is giving high 
glamour with the chiffon saree 
which features well-crafted se-
quin and beadwork both on the 
broad border and the rest of  the 
attire. The play of  pink here 
stands out and complements won-

derfully. Celebrity fashion styl-
ist Ami Patel shows how to 
wind up your look with a 
sleeveless blouse de-
signed from velvet fab-
ric. The cropped and 
plunging neckline num-
ber consisted of  embel-
lishments put out in a 
detailed, chevron 
pattern which is 
the designer's sig-
nature.  —Agency

e took a peek into 
Manushi Chhillar's 
recent airport look 
and it is well show-
cased that t-shirts 
are still a cool thing. 
How true it is that 

no closet is ever complete 

without one and today too it 
proved to have the 25-year-
old's back. She brought that 
summer chic back and it 
looks great. We're all calling 
it a day with party outfits and 
letting go of  the ones that do 
not say rock and roll in blingy 

spirits may not be our chosen 
favourites but for when you 
want to take on the subtle 
game, here's something 
promising to check 
out. Just looking at 
her will take you on 
a toasty trip.
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MANUSHI CHHILLAR 
IN RALPH LAUREN 
AND CHRISTIAN DIOR

Shraddha to play 
Rukhsana Kausar!

TOKEN OF LOVE!

Gorgeous Desi Girl!

DEEPIKA’S DENIM LOOK

Green and Glam Look!

Manushi Chhillar

Alia Bhatt

Her post...

Katrina Kaif

Deepika Padukone
Deepika donning the denim look Malaika in mesh floor-sweeping gown from Hana

Katrina in a Manish Malhotra saare

Shraddha Kapoor
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CITY    BUZZGET VACCINATED

STAY MASKED  

SHARING KNOWLEDGE 
AND EDUCATION!

CITY FIRST

I
CI Tech Fest 
was organised 
at the national 
level on Novem-
ber 26 and 27 
under the joint 
aegis of  ICI stu-

dent Chapter Rajasthan 
and Swami Keshvanand 
Institute of  Technology 
Management and Gra-
mothan, Jaipur recently.

 Pawan Arora (IAS, 
RHB Commissioner) 
graced the occasion as 
the Chief  guest and in-
augurated the event. 
While Manoj 
Kulshrestha (Sponsor), 
Surja Ram Meel (Chair-
man SKIT), Professor SL 
Surana (Director Aca-

demics SKIT), Professor 
Ramesh Kumar Pachar 
(Principal SKIT), Ma-
hesh Singhal, Arvind 
Jangid and Professor 
DK Sharma were also 
present as the special 
guests.

Various series of  
events including ‘Char-
cha Se Samadhan’, 
‘The Tech Talk’ and 
the Master’s meet, 
in which BJ Shar-
ma (Chief  Engineer), 
LT Colonel NK Mathur 
(Chief  General Manag-
er), VN Saxena (Chief  
Engineer) and RS Ra-
jpurohit (Retired Engi-
neer) were honoured by 
SKIT for their immpeca-
ble work. During the fi-
nal episode, the rejoic-

ing session was organ-
ised. Parallel to all these 
programs, many inter-
esting competitions 
were also organised, 
which were as follows. 
Bowling Alley- in the 
first phase, Joist Kwik- 
in the second phase, 
Workshop- in the third 

phase, Brick-o-Brick- 
in the fourth phase, 
followed with Crack 
the CAD was organ-

ised, in which 600 to 
700 children participat-
ed. The entire program 
was filled with knowl-
edge and education. The 
program ended with 
great enthusiasm from 
students and teachers. 
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

ANITA HADA

D
r Jagdeesh 
C h a n d r a 
r e a c h e d 
Bharat24-Vi-

sion of  New India, 
NOIDA office, on the 
afternoon of  Novem-
ber 28, to welcome 
Shamsher Singh who 
joined as the new 
Managing Editor of  
the national Hindi 
news channel on 
Monday. The entire 
team was present in 
the office to greet 
Shamsher Singh and 
the occasion was a 
joyous one with bou-
quets, welcome 
speeches and cake 
cutting. Jagdeesh 
Chandra welcomed 
Shamsher Singh and 
remembered his 
working as Executive 

Editor, ZEE Hindu-
tand when Chandra 
was Executive Direc-
tor ZEE Media and 
CEO, ZEE Regional 
channels and had 
launched ZEE Hindu-
stan. Shamsher Singh 
also reminisced those 
wonderful days 
under ‘JC sir’s’ 
leadership. Syed 
Umar (Senior 
Editor), Manoj 
Jagyasi (Chief  Busi-
ness Officer & Strate-
gic Advisor), Shashi-
kant Sharma (Con-
sulting Editor), Aditi 
Nagar (Political Edi-
tor), Shashikesh Ran-
jan (Social Media Edi-
tor), Amit Ojha (Out-
put Editor), Sandeep 
Shukla (Editor, Mum-
bai Bureau), Manoj 
Kumar (Ranchi Bu-
reau Chief), Awanish 

Vidhyarthi (UP Bu-
reau Chief), Sandeep 
Mishra (Head, Con-
trol Room) Anchors  
Mimansa Malik, 
Poornima Mishra, 
and Shazia Nazir  
among others from 
Bharat24 welcomed 

Shamsher Singh. 
Jinendra Singh 
Shekhawat( Edi-
tor, First India 

News) also gave a 
gracious welcome to 
the new Managing 
Editor. Anita Hada, 
Shishir Awasthi, Anu 
Shridhar, Amit Bali-
yan, Ahtesham Sid-
diqui and the entire 
team was present at 
the momentous occa-
sion. Neeraj Kumar 
Singh also joined 
Bharat24 as Output 
Editor at the same 
time. 

NEW(S) TIDINGS 
AT BHARAT24

Jagdeesh Chandra with Shamsher Singh and (L-R) Amit Baliyan, Sandeep Mishra, 
Shashikant Sharma, Manoj Jagyasi, Syed Umar, Shashikesh Ranjan, Anita Hada, 
Anu Shridhar, Shishir Awasthi and Jinendra Shekhawat.

Cake Cutting ceremony at the office- Shamsher Singh cuts the ceremonial 
cake as Jagdeesh Chandra looks on smilingly with entire team in attendance 

Jagdeesh Chandra welcomes Shamsher Singh 

Jagdeesh Chandra ceremoniously seats Shamsher Singh
in the chair of Managing Editor flanked by the team.

High-speed E-Scooters

CITY FIRST

F
lycon Motor has 
launched two 
new high-speed 
RTO-approved 

electric scooters EM-
PIRE PLUS and FLY-
CON T 3 scooters re-
cently. Which can run 
up to 150 km on a sin-
gle charge with a 
speed of  60 km per 
hour. The vision 
of  the company’s 
director and chair-
woman and Sanju 
Sachdeva and manag-
ing directors Pankaj 
Anand and Gaurav 
Bhati is zero pollution 
and customer focus 
value for money. IoT-
operated Lithium Ion 
megawatt batteries 
have been used in 
these models. Which 

gets charged in just 90 
minutes with its boost 
charger. Flycon Mo-
tors is a joint venture 
between Santa Kids 
Group and Neerja 
Software Company. 
Company directors 
Panna Ram Seervi 
and Rameshwar Bhati 
shared that the com-

pany has two high-
speed and three 
low-speed models, 
which are availa-

ble with lead acid 
and lithium battery 
options. Presently the 
company is operating 
showrooms in 6 states 
with 60 dealers. The 
company’s CTO 
Naveen Sharma told 
that the journey by 
Flyco scooter costs 
only 15 paise per kilo-
metre.

LAUNCHES

—PHOTO BY MUKESH KIRADOO

WEDDING BELLS!

DURING THE DAY!

The wedding ceremony of Karni Singh, son of Raja Daljeet Singh and Rani Manju Kumari with 
Rajeshwari Raje, daughter of Bhupendra Singh Judev was organised on Monday, November 
28 at Veda, Opp, Polo Ground, Jaipur. Jagdeesh Chandra reached to bless the newlyweds and 
wished them a happy married life ahead.   —PHOTO BY SUNIL SHARMA

The idol of Shyam Baba was enshrined in the temple premises of Santokba Durlabhji 
Memorial Hospital with proper worship and havan on Monday.  After the construction of any 
temple, the idols of the deities installed in them are consecrated. It is believed that at any 
place where idols of Gods and Goddesses are consecrated, God actually resides at that place.  
Mehul Durlabhji, Keshav Durlabhji and prominent social worker Gokuldas Maheshwari, other 
eminent persons were also present on the occasion of life consecration of Shyam Baba’s idol 
in the Durlabhji temple premises.

Rajasthan Personal Assistant Cadre Federation organised the 
first state level affection meeting and talent honor ceremony 
of officers/employees of Private Secretary Cadre at Ravindra 
Manch, Jaipur on Sunday, in which the district president of 
each district of Rajasthan along with his team participated. 
PHED Minister Mahesh Joshi, Staff Selection Board Chairman 
Hariprasad Sharma, Former Secretary, Pushkarraj Sharma, State 
Treasurer among others were present on the occasion.

Shanti Dhariwal, UDH Minister, 
Government of Rajasthan 
visited Ranthambore National 
Park along with his family 
members on Monday. During 
his visit, he was much elated 
to see tigress Shakti (T-111) 
at zone-4 playing with her 
cubs and captured the 
beautiful shot in his camera. 
Forest officials said that he 
rested at the hotel with his 
family in the evening.

An ongoing exhibition by Shilpi Chaupal is being organised at 
JKK under the sponsorship of Madhya Pradesh Government 
Village Industries Department, from November 17 to 
November 30 2022 by Rohit Saini, CA, Vijay Sharma and ML  
Sharma among the Shilpi weavers.  Shilpi Chaupal will display 
the handicrafts, Chanderi, Kosha, Maheshwar etc by artisans. 

On the occasion of Prevention of Violence against Women Day, a state-level workshop was 
organised by Directorate of Women Empowerment with the district brand ambassador of Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao scheme and adolescent girls in collaboration with UNFPA in Jaipur on 
Friday. 

FOUR-DAY CULTURAL FEST!
CITY FIRST

T
he 4-day cultural 
fest at the Gov-
ernment Wom-
en’s Polytechnic 

College, Gandhinagar 
was organised at the 
college premises on Sat-
urday. During the event, 
various cultural compe-
titions including So-
lo-Dance, Group-
Dance, Fresher’s 
Walk and Miss 
Fresher Competi-
tion were organised 
among the five depart-
ments- MOM, BC, 
CDDM, TD and Com-
mercial Art, in which 
the introduction and 
cat-walk round were 
held. 

By qualifying the 
tricky question-answer 
round and talent round 
Bhavpreeta Verma 
from Beauty Culture 
Department bagged the 
crown of  Miss Fresher 
while Anushka bagged 

the title of  Miss Runner 
Up. Miss Cheerful title 
was grabbed by Vanshi-

ta Jangid, Miss Cutie-
Pie was bagged by 
Khushi Koshi, Miss El-
egant bagged the title 
Chandni Khushwah, 
Miss Make-up was won 
Bhavya, Miss Crowning 
Glory was won by Aina 
Swami and many more.

In the group dance, a 
special event was or-
ganised on the theme of  
Folk Dance-Aapno Ra-
jasthan, under which 
special presentations 
forced the girl students 
to dance.

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

WHAT’S HAPPENING!

Jagdeesh Chandra with (L-R) Divya Bhushan, 
Brijesh, Paresh, Ankit, Pankaj, Kanau, Rajendra and Hemendra

Bhavpreeta Verma

Winners of The Cultural Fest

During the launch

During the Tech fest

—PHOTO BY MUKESH KIRADOO
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